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OPENING REMARKS

We're excited to bring you the latest issue of
Money Central magazine. This magazine is an
extension of StarCentral magazine - it's a collab-
oration with the Global Milliongire magazine
and it's purely focused on upcoming and estab-
lished entrepreneurs. We have n|wn}-'s strived to
SEMYE oUr community b}r DFFering WOYE of promot-
ing up and coming enfreprensurs so it was with
great 1|‘n-::ug|'|r and sincers  passion that we
developed a magazine that is solely dedicated
to emerging entrepreneurs. Money Central
magazine is set to shake up the Australion and
International scene, providing o publication
purely focused on entrepreneurshio while at the
same time assisting aspiring and emerging enire-
preneurs. We |"|:|pr.=.~ that you enjoy our lotest
issue and here's hoping that you'll stick around
tor many more years fo come.

Mike llegan
Managing Editor
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4 CRUCIAL STEPS FOR CREATING A PROFITABLE

WIEBSIT T

What is your business without o website? The short answer is probably *ck alll Or, it hasn't even begun to reach ifs full potentiol,
While it's frue that for some businesses a website Bn't always essential [those that rely on fool traffic like o barber, for example)
a website s generally o prerequisite to establghing strong presence — and thereby strong profits = for your business.

30, we are going to assume here that you clready have a website, Bul, have you thought aboul how your website might be
betlers Do you believe that yvour customers are having the most positive experence that they possibly could on your site Or
do you just don't give a sh*17¥ Most people would agree thal there's always room for improverment. And let’s face it, o better
website means more conversions i.e, more dollars. 5o, whal ang the top ways fo improve your wabsile todays

An effective home page

You would have heard it soid af some point that you never gel a second chance to make a good fist impression and this & so
frue when you comsider a website's homepage. This is clearly the page thal your customers see first, otherwise known as a

landing page.

When someone is wanting 1o buy some goods or services and they have a good ‘ol google for said thing, then this is where
fhey are naturally going o wind up. Because this page receivas the bulk of your traffic it's crucial that it facilitates the process
of transfomming visitors into a base of paying custormers = otherwie known as “conversion”,

Call to action (CTA)

You need to direct people to where they can fake action on your website. If vou're not daing this right now then you're a cer-
tified dumbass! This is what is refered to as a "call to action” or CTA. It's most valuable to have an image or line of text on your
landing page so that your visitors, leads and customerns can foke action in the first instance. & CTA can link customers to a pur-
chasing platform (such as PayPal] or a subscription form that aliows you to caplure their contact details and to set up a cus-
fomer datobase.

O, they could be used o faciitate such markeling took as downloading an eBook, oblaining o coupon or watching o weki-
nar. They are also very effective at the end of ablog. CTAs can be used throughout your website to increase your conversion
rate as much as possible. Some tips for a great CTAT You want the design fo be eye-catching and you want o pose o prapo-
sifion that explicity tells people what they will get in exchange for clicking on it

Functionality

A website is only ever a5 good 03 the user experience, Confact information needs to be easily accessible so that conversions
are achieved and your brand legitimacy is never called into question. [s the site egsily novigable?F People will click away in
seconds if it's all too hard to use, Another guestion you need fo ask is can the website be viewed easily on all devices? Smart-
phone and tablets are driving an increasing aomount of fraffic to e-commerce sites, You need fo make sure you're not missing
out,

Is your site social media infegrated? This & all about keeping your audience engaged where they porticipate most [and that's
usually Facebook, Instagram etfc,) 5o this is o massive morketing tool thot you must tap into, Hoving the right buttons on your
website o connect your users with varioys social media channels also keeps your search rankings high on Google, refering
here to Search Engine Optimisation (SEQ).

Content

Customers need to know the benefits of buying from vouw but they don't want it served upin a dry fashion, You reed la_';
content on your website (often by way of a blog] that is entertaining and engoaging while s1#l being informative.

It's about giving your oudience the informalion that they octually want to reod while neatly sloting in some promotional mate-
ricl for your product or service, IY's o fricky thing but, nonefheless, o very impordant foctor in achisving effecting 30, Customers
abo love to feel connected fo your brand and providing a “humanised” reference point can go a long woy to enhancing loy-
alty and therefore your profit margins. - . ¥
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By: Patricia Higgins

If you're someane who works freelance or has a srmall
business, yvou would know that there's a fair bit of work
invalved in “keeping the dream alive”, There are unigue
chollenges thot come with this approoch o creating a
liwiirgy,

It's @ lot Bke building your own empire, Rome wasn't built
in o day and neither is your freelance or small business
success. If you are working on your dresam there is no off
button and no downtime. It takes a lot of dedication,
and most impadantly, it's about keeping your maotivation
levels replenished,

It's possible that yvou concepluglised the ideo to ‘bregk
out on your own’ with stors in your eyves - with the idea
that working for vourself would mean an easy festyle.

MOKMEY CEMTRAL
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This couldn't be further from the truth.

Working on your own business often becomes a harsh
reclity, When everyone i leaving the office to have after
work dinks or chiling on the weekend with family and
friends, you are aften stuck fielding phone calls, catching
up on invoicing and frying o romp up your markefing
efforts to get you through the lean potches.

It's often the case that you end up far too busy than you
can comfortably hondle, just fo make sure you have
enough momenium o keep you going durng the
quieter pencds [they are ingvitabla)], "5 about socnfice,

However, that’s not fo say thot it's ol not worth the steep
incling that you fread. But, the goal is obvoys o stay the
course’ = with o dogged determination that is sironger

fhon any of the tough fimes that you might encounter.

Waoming: when you arg forging your own path you will
find that some unintentional side-aeffects can anse. Whean
you are subject 1o the urvielding and fime-consuming
commercial redlities that are unavaidatde factars in the
pursuit of success, it is somawhat likely that those who are
only around for the fun fimes will drop out of your life. It's
often a proctical reality ond one of the bitter-sweet
indicators that you are, if foct, on the right path.

Set a daily rerminder deep within your psyche to stay frue
to your goals. You may have heard the idiom: surreund
yoursell with those on the some mission as you, Thas rings
frue. Alko, you might find this quole from WIill Smith
increosingly pertinent - “lvou're absent during my
sfruggle, don't expect to be present during my success.”

FEATURE

Another fip for sustaining self-motivation & to look bock
on the road that you have already travelled and at what
you have invested, Sure, this meaans coin, bul never fonget
the blood, sweat and tears, Realising how for you have
come is the key fo moving forward,

Keeping yourself motivated is also about making consis-
tent progress. It doesn't always matter if this is just a small
win each day, or even each week. It's about moving
forward, What if you could generate even just an extra 50
dollars o week profity  Abways Hhink about pushing the
envelopea just that little bit more — what more can you
squeeze out? Could you be doing more on sociol medio
to gttract leods ond conversions? 5 there scope in your
budget to cut bock on expendifure? These are just a
couple of the guestions that you could ask yoursalf,

Abvays think about your next mawve. I's vary easy 1o get
caught up in the daily grind, in the operations of your
tasks - to forget about the bigger picture, That's an easy
frap to foll into. Remember thot it's crucial to keep
evolving and expanding. And yes. sometimes this might
get a litte overwhelming. Do you somefimes feel ke
there are penods where you flounder? Whaot can you do
to overcomea this phenomenon?

Sit back and refocus, Review your busingss phan. A lack of
structure is enemy number one when it comes to produc-
fivity. Also, think about your doily roufine. You need to
create a schedule and stick fo it. Wake up early ond set
a start fime. You will be more mofivated to work horder
and to finish tasks quicker when you have the luxury of
micre fime sel aside to do so. This :prCllﬂLll:ES a more man-
ageable [ond less stressiul) workload,

3ure, being regimented can be o challenge. It's a brutal
fact that when you waork for yourselfl, the only one who will
keep you occounfable & you. Without o boss to keep
tabs on you, and without rigid working hours you ane
responsible for managing yourself and your business. You
are ultimately responsible for its success or failure,

B2 mindful of the chaollenging ospects of working from
home/frunning your own business, It can be o very isolat-
ing expenence and there are some things thaot you do
have to compensate for. Swre, it's great that you can
work in your PJs if vou want o = bul, you don't necessarily
get the benelit of bouncing ideas off people aond the
suppart of a team envirenment,

Somefimes it helps to foke your work to o ploce where
people congregale with some purpose- ke o cofe or
liorary. The effect of having people nearby might just trick
vour brain info o more produclive geaor. Take a small
break when you are fealng shymied. Go for a walk, Fresh
air offen goes hand in hand with a fresh perspactive,
Then, begin your task arew,

Eeeping the dreaom alive when it comes fo working
freglance or in yowr own business B often about your
intermal thought process. Also, it's got quite o bit fo do
with youwr hesart and soul. More than anything - it's about
refreshing your point of view on a regular basis. Building
yvour ‘business empire’ 5 o doy-by-day tosk and every
single brick in the wall counts, I'll leave you with one last
quote on the fopic fo consider..."people often say that
miotivation doesn't last. well, neither does bathing. that's
why we recommend it daily" - 2ig Ziglar.

MOREY SENTRAL
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1S CRUCIAL TO YOUR BUSINESS

Lel's face i, if you're not ulilisng sockal media to promote your busingss - then your marketing SUCKS plain and simpée.

And when you menfion the word sociol medial to amnvong, I'm prathy sure that the firgt thing that will pop in their heods would be
Facebook = the biggest social nebwork in the planat! With over 800 milkon registered users - Facebook i definitely a force 1o be
reckonad with whan it comes 1o promoting O new or existing Dusness,

Mow et me infroduce you to the most powerful optdn in Facebaook, the Facebook Tike.”

Why i if 30 powerful? Because if vou post a photo of vour business, update your status promoting your busingss or create a fan
page of vour businass and it i Tiked” by a lot of paople, then your business hos just received sociol validakion,

Facabadk “likas™ regcheas out 1o your exsting and patental Customers on O mong parsanal level gring your Busingss secial credr-
by, Facebook can pratty much gve peopla a mandly push 10 accept any of your spacial affers or Come 1o any of your evenls,

=0 what's fhe first stap in wing Facebook 1o promote your busnessy

Frst you hove to create o Focebook tan poge, Your main objective is 1o push your exdsting and potential customers 1o like your

Facebock poge 50 that your page con gain fans, Once they have iked your poge, you oon now use Facebook to reach out o

them on a regular Basis, This i5 o great marketing move becouse it's fost ond efficient, it's not spammy nor annoying and miost
| importantty, it's very cost-aeffective.

Let me give you a quick scenarnio: Let's say you end up stumbling upon a fan poge for a new product or business, would you pay
| ottention o this new product or business if ten or more of your fiends actually Tked" it¥ Of course you would]

Mow imagine sesing the more than 5,000 Focebook wsers “lke” that new product or business, would you say that this provides
| credibility or validation to that business? Of course| Sockal proofing hos become the latest trend in online marketing in this day
and oge.

The reqlity is; people usually tend to validate their decisions by sking their fomily. fiends ond people they know and whom they
con fust, Facebook "lkes” s the best way to gain social credibility that's why it's ahways advisable fo create anew page if you're
lounching o new bisiness or o new produch.

Here's o good tip: You should always send o potentiol customer to your Facebock poge first as oppose to sending them sircight
o vour company website.

Why? Because if they remain in Focebook they would feel more secure aond relaxed - they're in o fiendly environment that
they're accustomed fo. Therefore their resstance o any of your offers is much lower and they oreé more cpen 1o Your new
product or special deol.

Faceboock s clevery designed in such way that it's not infrusive or invasive = thene arg o annoying pop-up ads that can slow
down your computer, even though Facebook has ads, their ads are just on the side and very subile so they don't even feel ke
it's cacs.

Facebook also gives its uwsers a feeling of securnty whergin they won't have 1o worry about any viruses altacking their computer
nor should they be waomed about any offensive dala or informalion appearing in their news feed becouse everyone knows for a
fact thal Facebook would ban anyihing that is inoppropiate.

sa il vou're looking for a cheap. effechve and proven way 1o advertise your new business - then ook no further thon Focebook,
the undisputed king of social networks!
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INTERVIEW WITH A

MILLIONAIRE

MEET CRAIG WOLFE

Like most self-mode milliongires, Croig Wolfe come from rather humble beginnings. His ideo was o
create ubber ducks that looked like celebrifies. Since he was starfing small, he did all his PR ond sent
prass releases 1o everyone he knew. Forfunately, a newspaper on the other side of the country ran his
story, and the vice-prasident of one of NBA's lop franchizes loved the idea and had him create a duck
bosed on their supearstar, That was the big break he was locking for becouse, after that, people and
businesses started contacting him from all over the counfry, Fost forward to today, his curment net
worth is sitting at a cool $5 millicn,

We recently cought up with Craig Wolfe and here's what wenl down:
Could you please tell our readers a brief background about yourself and how vou storted making money?

| became the largest publisher of arbwork from television commercials crealing the first ever animatfion art
lines for Coco-Cola, Anheuser-Busch, MEM/Mars, elc, | figured no ara alsez was doing thit 50 why ot mal
Eveniually, | sald it all off to create CelebriDucks which was a whole new art form of celebrity rubber ducks
of the most celebrated icons of film, music history, and alhlefics. They were voted one of the top 100 gifts
by Enferfainment Weekly and featured on hundreds of TV shows, mogaozines, and newspapers including
The Tonight Show. We have sold milBons of them, and we are known as the fop cwstom duck manufacturer
in the world. We do them for everyone from SeaWorld fo The New York Yankees.

Then | had ihe idea to address the importance of brnging jobs and indusiries bock to Amenca by
bringing the whole rubber duck industry bock o Americo where the rubber duck was invented before
the whole industry went overseas. We are now the only ones making them here and are doing them
for companies and organizations such as Haley-Davidson and The Future Farmers of Amenca. Our
second US factory in Michigan is now making PYC Free rubber ducks oul of food and medical grade
materials which are considered the safest rubber ducks in the warld for babies to feathe on.

1 also just lounched our new chocolate division, www, CocooCanard,com, with ow Spooning Chocolate,
the only Dairy, ond Glulen-free hot chocolote thot con instanily mix up in o cup of hot waler ond youw will
never miss the milk. it s now the go-to product in that category ond considered the purest and finest hot
chocolale on the maorket and uses Fair Trade chocolate. | mainky do things thal inspire me, and forunately,
it ks worked oul for mea,

How did you get started in business? When did you starl? Did you ever imagine you would become this
successful?

You know, with the ducks, | never expected il would get that big, bul | did think it was o cule idea =
rubber ducks thal locked like celebrties, | did all my PR and seni press releases to evervone, Fortunale-
by, @ newipapear an the other side of the country ran my stary and the vice-prasident of one the NBA's lop
franchises loved the idea and had us create a duck of their supersiar, When we got done with that duck, it
looked mare like him than he did| The promotion went great, and then people starfed contacting us from
all over fo have us create ducks for them. | eventually sold off the animation and became all ducks!

What is your primary source of Income?

Funny encugh, it 5 just making rubber ducks which proves that if you own your niche and have a decent
ideq, anyone con become a milionaire,

Would you be willing to fell us your current net worth? How did you accumulale your net worlh?

5 milllign. 1 started with the animafion company and then with ihe ducks. funny, whimsical charachers
Mode my monsy — who kngwl
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What is the toughest decision you had to make in the last few months?

Fﬂ{.‘[lﬁ lihe a | ASCIr OnNn | decided toterminate all our Amazon re-seliers. It was tough as we had so many,
but we finally chose one maojor compony o represent ond protect our brand on
vour niche and be  Amazon. and it nas worked out great. Mow, we can control the look of the brand

“ [ : | on there and also the MAP pricing.

L " - &

regs “'? c Ea_rr on whatl Whal money mistakes have you made along the way that others can learn from
cou stand for. Reflect  (orsomething you'd do differently)?

lz{]ur core [} I'Aa H{l Confrol your destiny, One of the biggest mistakes people do is give creative or fi-

- . nancial control to raise funding o get their new venture off the ground. Al one

cthies and qua lite  eeint. fo expand quickly and take some of the burdens off me, | had a lot of my

' - business poss through my manufociurer who toock on more of the finoncial

in E"{?El"f marketing burden. But | did not like my loss of control, and after a bit of a struggle, | ook it
. . . by back. 5o you should never give up any eguily or conlral unless you absalutely
communicalion 1o have to as no-one will ever run your baby and have the passion for it as you, the

company creator.
the public.
3 L What have you leamed In the process of becoming wealthy that others can learn

fram?

Be: Adathaell. weverget complocent. And homestly, money is only as good as what you can do
g = with it to make a difference in the lives of olhers. For me, the end game is about
leoving it all te non-profit enfities that con further be deing good in the world and

helping those who have less.

What new business would you love to starl?

| am actually already in the midst of that, Cur choacolate company s just in phase
ong, We are wiiting a children’s book to go with it, and g whole ifestyle braonding
to bring the entire Cocoa Conord themed merchondising progrom Bo the
market, Ducks, chocolate, children, fun icensed products, and o heart-worming
massage in a children's book which is entfirely different from whal's out there -
what's not to like.

Do you have any favorite business-related or personal development related
books that you can recommend to other entrepreneurs?

love ALL the Trout and Reis book = Posifioning, Boltom-up Markefing. They are not
just brilliant, but so much fun to read and filled with so many inferesiing case stud-
s,

Whal advice would you give to a newble Entrepreneur sefting up their first busi-

ness?

It's not how much money you make; it's how much you keep. Excessive over-
head can bring down any business no matier how much you make. Lean and
mean s the key to survival especially in the beginning before business gains

traction. Do not try and be all things o all people or you become nothing to ' MaY THE
anyone, Focus ke a loser on your mche and be really clear on what you
stand for, Reflect yvour core brand ethics and quality in every marketing com- BAT“

municalion to the pubdic.

Compete on the cheap end, and someone can always make it for kess. Quali- BE w"“ 10“
ty like the torfoise will ultimately win oul or as | like to say, “live by the penny,
dig by the penny,” don'l compete on price alone. Quality is the hardest thing
to knock off.

MOMEY CEMTRAL . B a MOMEY CEMTRAL
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GET TO KNOW

MIMIY

With over 2.1 milion sociol media followers and 12 million website views
annually, DIY Foshion Expert/Girboss Mimi G hos defied all odds to
emerge o5 the most influential womaon in DIY fashion, propelling herself
into the ronks of Martha Stewart, Lauren Conrad, ond Chrissy Teigen.

MimiGitvle.com began a3 a hobby, and hos blossomed into the world®s
leading DIY fashion/sewing onling destination, where Mimi G models her
original designs/pattemns ranging from business wear to swimsuits that fif
the everyday girl, create free tutorials of her on-frend sewing patterns
(Turn Your Jeans info a Skirt, Refashioned Sweaishirt into Dress, Men's Shirt
Into Off Shoulder Bution Up], personally answers every DIY sewing question
(i.e. what fabrics to buy, what projects to starf with, etc.), and so much
more. She also created the world's #1 onling sewing school SewltAcod-
amy that works for everyone from the first-time sewing novice fo the
a¥xpert seamsiress. SewltAcademy helps fashionistas of all levels master
the fundamentals of sewing, work at a pace that allows time to practice,
leam the importance of specific techniques, break free from mundane
mathods, and create frendsetting clothing and accassoneas,

Mimi G has worked with celebrities like Gwen Stefani and Jannifer Aniston,
companies like Targel, Revion, and Google, and has been fealured in
People Mogazine, Parade Mogagzine, POPSUGAR (to name a few) for
making sewing hip and accessible,

StarCentral Magazine recently caught up with Mimi G fo talk about her
ioumey to enfrepreneurship and here's what went down;

Could you please provide o background about yourself and how were
you actually ‘'discovered'?

Well, | am a mother of four ond g serial entrepreneur who fock her love of
sewing and shared it with the world, | overcome sexual abuse as a child,
domestic violence, homelessness, feen pregnancy and came ouf at the
ofher end of with a clear vision for my life. | spent mony years struggling to
maoke ends meet and working 14 hour days in a figld | lked but knew
wasn't my calling. | did the best | could to feed my kids and keep a roof
over their heads like many of us do unfil | started this thing called a blog
bock in 2008, | didn't know what a blog really was 5o those first few years
were really just a fime of discovery. It wasn't undil 2012 when | decided to
blog consistently and launched Mimi & Style, Inc. that | started to focus my
energy on teaching and providing tulorials. It was fun 1o feach people
how to make their own clothes when they haod never even considerad if.
My blog grew rather quickly and after that first year | was averaging aboul
a million page views, | quit my job a year and a halfl in and now B years
later we reach neardy 12 millon people a vear and have over 12,000
students in Sew It Academy. It's amazing. | don't know that | was "discov-
ered" because there has been so much thatl has happened in the last
aight years that people didn't see. Growth, planning, strategies, luck, lol
bBut | owe my success o the people who follow and support and share me
with friends and family. Slarling a business is not something that happens
ovaemight and | feel like | am just getting started.

MONEY CENTRAL
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What do you like most about blegging?

ke having the ability 1o reach milions of people by sharing
my love of shyle and sewing, It serves as o great joumal of
sorts 1o ook bock and see all that | hove dong and it"s the
way | market new products to my followers s it kegps every-
thing in one place and consistent, Blogging is different now,
we ke fast information which is why sociol media B 5o pow-
erful 5o you have to really understand the benefits of having
a blog ond how to use it even with the ever-changing social
media cimate,

Can you tell us about your Siyle & Sew It Acodemy?

| think my sivle is olways changing, | hove moods and | dress
according to how | feel, | ke simple, easy to put on looks that
require liitle to no fuss. | om a jeans ond tee kind of girl bul will
threws on a cool jocket or cool shoes fo take the lock up o
notch or bwo. | love clothes ond | love shopping but 1o be
honest, shopping can be a lite stressful if you are not o
sarnphe size or, if ke me, have g 10" difference from my waist
o hips. That 5 the reason | starfed sewing again in my 20's, |
woanted my clothes o fit ighl. It 5 also the reason | starfed
Sew It Academy.

lHounched Sew It Acadamy in May of 2014, | founded Sew It
Academy o halp people who wanted to leam séwing and
fashion design but couldn't afford 1o go to a iradifional
design school, | 2ef it up 5o that vou didn't nead any experi-
ence tostart and just about anyone could afford if, The first
Course B me showing you whal a sewing machine is! [laughs)
For the price of two lattes a month we teach you everything
you nead 1o know to make your gwn Slathes, fix clothas thatl
don't fit off the rack, work and design your own colleclions or
work in the fashion industry, There i a ton of free info on You-
Tube but not all of it is goad. | wanted somewhere that had
structure and really tavght people fundamentals that they
could build on, There i no onling séwing ond desian school
that offers the varietly that we do, We teach sewing. patlern
making, droping. fashion illustration tor both mensweor and
womeanswear and above all it's affordable,

What's the biggest challenge of running an online business?

There are alot of challenges when running a business in gen-
eral and a kot of what | do hoppens online but the overall
challenge is creating content on a regular bask. You hove fo
be visible ond stay visible in order to reach people ond maoke
an impact among so many other people. My focus is abways
around creofing engaging ond visuolly appealing content. i
can get a little difficull when you feel like your whaole life s an
opportunity for content but that is the world we live in and
certainly the woy you need fo approach an online business
if you want o have confinuous success.

Have you always wanbed fo be in the fashion industry?

Mo, not really. | haove always loved to sew and design but |
didn't know how that wos going to franspire in my life. i
wasn't until lwas inmy late 20° that | decided | wanted to be
a “fashion designer” | went through the process of crealing a
colection in between my fullime job and even put it on the
runway here in LA but after that experence, | knew thal
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although | felt occomplished | didn™t wont fo spend my time
frying to sell o collection, There is o lot more to being o fosh-

ion designer that people reclize, you hove to morket ond

sell vour line ond very little fime is spent doing the octual de-

signing. | love the process of creafing goments so ofter

starfing my first DIY blog ond sharing how-to videos that

whal | really enjoyed wos feaching. | won't say thal | don't

want to do retail af some point because | think | do and will

but | can now choose how | want fo do it

Whal's vour personal mission in life?

I hovvie many. but my main personal mission is fo be a greal
mother, | want o be an example 1o my kids and have a losk-
ing impact on people | know and those thal | don't. | have
worked hard to show my kids thal you are mode han your
circumstances and that the power o be greal s found
withini. | want them 1o sea that despite my struggles | am
able to make a positive impact on the word, | have a mil-
lion frignds in my heod, all of whom follow me and support
me and althouah | don’t know them ol parsonally | wani
theam o feel empowered and inspired by what | have o
offer, My mission in ife 5 10 be the best person | can be,

Who have been the most interesting people you've met so
far?

I hove hod the pleasure of sitting wilth celebrilies like Jenni-
fer aniston, Gwen Stefani, and Tim Gunn but the most inter-
esting people | have met 5o for are fans who have hod
amozing journeys since learning o sew, 3o many of them
have started small businesses, created additional revenue
for their families ond have even chonged coreers, | am for-
ever amazed at the stories | hear and how many excepfion-
al people haove been brave enough to share Iheir lives with
mie.

How aclive are you on social media?

I am pretty active, | post daily and sometimes more than
once o daoy depending on the platform. It is my way of stay-
ing conneclted and engaged wilth my followers. | spend o
lat of time buiding the sewing/DIY community 5o | make
sure o stay visible ond present.

Whal is your faveorite social media plaorm?

I lowe Instagram! It s the easiest ond fasiest way for me o
communicate with everyone and 1o also share the side of
me they don't always see on the blog.

Whal are your future plans? Inside your career or out of it.

| have so many plans! | am looking to confinue growing my
busingss podcast where | get to share all the business
advice | wish someona would have shared with me before |
became an entreprenaur, it is geared foward people look-
ing fo start a busingss from a hobby o passion. Busingss SHET
[selve, help, earn, trust) has hoad over 190,000 downloods in
less than a year and | am hoging to confinue providing re-
sources, | am alio finishing my long-overdue book. | alse
have a few surprisas up my sleaves that | can't share just yel
bBut it will be really excilting,

MOMNEY CENTRAL
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OP 5THINGS®TO CONSIDER WHEN STARTING A

USITNESS

The sad fact is that most businesses don't actually make it past the first year because
they have poor cash planning, inadequate ma.rket research and most cf all, they don't

have a proper business plan.

Starting your own business & never easy, it lakes lime. money,
effort and most of ol = perseverance! Mow il you are cumantly
considerng starting your own business af the momeant, here's

the lop 5 things you need o look into befone taking the big dive.

1. Put together a business plan

The sad foct & that most businesses don’t aclually make it
past the first yeor because they have poor cash planning,
inodequate market research and most of oll, they don’t
have O proper business plan, The very first thing youw should
do before starting a business is create o business plan, That
businass plan should highlight wherg you want to be in the
next 5-10 yeors and should also highlight your goals as well as
provide details on how you will ochieve these goals, Mobody
else has fo sea il 1his is your own personal guide on how you
will grosw your business.

2. Will you be providing o product or service?

Of course, if you're planning o start o business you should
already. know if you will be offering o sernvice or selling o
product fo the consumer. Most budding enfrepreneurs start
a business bosed on their knowledge ond expertise on o
speciiic industry seclor, others stort o business bosed on
something they've abvays been passionote about and some
start a business because they can see a ‘hole’ in the market
which thay wani o infilfrate. Keep in mind that once you've
decided onwhat business vou'll be starling you then have 1o
detarmine what would make your business differents Wil you
be offering a cheaper product or a foster senvice?® What
wolld make your product or senvice betler than the compe-
fition¥ What's unique aboul your business thal others would
pay altentions

3. What will be your business structure?

There ara actually a number of choices 1o choase from
when it comes 1o busingss structure, the most Commaon ones
though ore sole frader, parinership and limited comparny,
The hypcal chace By most people 5 the sole rader busingss
structure becouse it's the stucture with the least hassle,
However, this business sinuciure con affect your personal
securty, F you're wondering whal the better choice is, well
here's o brief descriplion on the 3 business struchwes: As o
sole froder you camy all the risk — which means that if some

fhing goes wrong in your business then you are personally
liabbke for all the costs. If you are thinking of enfering a part-
nership struciure with a bunch of friends, keep in mind thal
this could all change at some point due to the demand in
fhe business. Now if you are thinking of selting up a limited
company, yes you may lessen your individual liability,
however, it's not cheap fo maintain a limited company
struciure because you'd have o pay a yearly govammeni
fee - and this will be tough on you especially if you won't
be moking any money yet in the next 3 years. If you are
seriously thinking of setling up o company for the first fime,
it's probobly best to obtain professional advice from
gither a salicitor or accountant so that they can explain the
risks and costs involved,

4, What will you name your business?

Finding o nome may sound like the easiest port of the
process — but think ogainl Some companies toke years
before they con come up with o suitoble nome for their
busingss. Think about it this way, the nome of your business
will be ifs brand for lfe, whatever nome you come up with
is what yvou'll be working with for the durotion of the
business. Here are some guestions you should ask yourself;
Does the nome suit the product or service you are offering?
Is the name onginald Can you trodemark the nome? k the
nome ovailoble online?® It's olways good practice fo
register the nome of yvour business 1o the Fair Troding office
to make sure that no one else has the exact same business
name as whoat you have,

5. How are you going to market the new business?

Markelting i a crucial part of any busingss, without proper
mcarketing your business is as good o decd. The big question
is: what approach will vou lake 1o reach vour specific targel
market? Do you naed ta ook into mogazine ads, bilboards,
sociol media or maybe direct mail o reach your target
market? Your marketing approach will of course depeand on
what your product or serice i, it's Dasically tnial and eror al
the start. Just take the plunge and start your marketing efforts
and whichever one works tor your busingss is what you should
stick on. If you don't know where to start it moy be o good
idea to check out what you're compelition is doing. you can
abways do the same thing bul just give it o twist 1o make il
more favourable for your business.

MONEY CEMNTRHRAL
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ou're someone who's Irying to break info th_e- gnleﬂc:in-

it's a lot ike buiding your own empire. Bome wasn' | built in
a day, and neither is your success, There i no off bulton
and no downlime, [t fakes a ot of dedication, and most im-
portanily, it*s aboul keaping your motivation levek replen-
ished, If you're not prepared for the challenges that come
with working for yourself, then you might as wall quit now
and stay ol a nine 1o five job punching numbers and greet-
ing custormners over the phone.

When you initially conceplualized the idea to ‘break out an
your own' with stars in your eyes - you probably hod this
idea thal working for yourself would mean an easy keshyle
becaouse you won't hove a boss to answer 1o, If this was the
case, then you might o5 well pack youwr bags now and
head back to La La Lond becouse this couldn't be further
from the fruth. You have to remember that if you're a free-
lance actor or model iying to break into the enterfanmeant
indusiry - you are not just a creative, you ARE in foct a bus-
ness. Therefore, as a business person you need 1o be profes-
sional aft all fimes, you need to be organized, and you need
fo be fully committed to achieving success.

Working for yourself often becomes a harsh reality when
youTe finally on your own looking for the next big poyday 1o
help vou get by, Whils everyone is leaving the office 1o
have aller work drinks or chiling on the weekend with
farmily and fends, you are often stuck working twice as
hard on your carger. YouTe Irying to find out whal's cosling
and who's casling and submilling yourself for various roles,
altending numerows casling colls and Iving 1o romp up
your markehing efforts to get vou through the lean potchas.

It's often the case thal you end up far too busy than you
can comforably handle, jl.lsl o make sure you have
enough momentum to keep you going dwing the qwﬂlal_,'
penods (they are inevilable] unlil you maoke it big. it's ;l
about sacrifice really.

However, that's not to say thal it's all not waorth the shei

.cIeciml:almkmwu?- m',raucuntiwuw

incline that you Iread. The goal is abways ‘o slay the
course’ = you need o possess o dogged delerminalion
that is stronger than any of the tough fimes thal you might
encounter,

Keep in mind that when you are forging youwr own path,
you will find that unintentional side-effects can sometimes
anse. When you areg subject to the unyielding and
fime-consuming commearcial realfies that are unavoid-
abibe faclors in the pursuil of succes, it is somewhal kaly
that these wha are anly around for the fun fimes will drog
out of your life. I1"s often o practical reality ond one of the
bitter-swael indicotors thal you are, in foct, on the night
path.

Sat a daily reminder deep within your psyche to stay frue
to your gools. You may have heard the idiom: suround
yourself wilh those on the same mission as you. This hngs
frue. Ao, you might find this quole from Will Smith increas-
ingly pertinent - “If you're absent during my struggle. don't
expect to be present during my success.” Thal said, you
need to say goodbye fo friends who bring you down.

Anciher lip for sustaining self-motivalion i to look back on
the road thal you have cready fraveled and al what you
have invested so far. Sure, this may mean coin, but never
forget the blood, sweat, and tears. Realising how far you
hove truly come is the key fo moving lorward and focus-
ing on your lang-term goal.

Keeping yourself molivaled is also aboul making consis-
tenl progress. It doesn't atways matter if this is just a smiall
win aach day, of aven each week, It's oll abaul moving
foreard,

Abways think about pushing the envelope just thal lithe bit
more — whal more can you squeeze ould Could you be
doing more on social media to alfract brundsumusﬁng

- MOMNEY GEMTRAL
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“People often sav that motivation
doesn 'tlast. Well, neither does bathing.
thats whv we recommend it dailv.”

that you could ask yourself. Always think about your next move. It's
very easy to gel caught up in the daily grind, in the operations of
your fasks - to forget about the bigger picture. That's an easy frap fo
fall into, Remember that it's crucial to keep evalving and expand-
ing. And yes, sometimes this might get a little overwhelming.

Do you sometimes feel ke there are periods where you've just had
enough# What can you do fo overcome this phenomenon®

3it bock and refocus. Review your overall plan. A lock of struciure is
angmy number one whan it comes fo productivity. Also, think aboul
vour daily routing, You nead o create g schedule and slick to if,
Wake up early and set a start time, You will be more motivated to
wiork horder and to finish tasks quicker when you have the luxury of
more fime set aside o do 50. This produces g more manageabla
{and lass stressiul) worklood.

Sure, being regimented can be a challenge. It's a brutal fact that
when you work for yourself, the only one who will keep you account-
able & you. Without a boss fo keep tabs on you. and without rigid
working hours, you are responsible for managing yourself. You are ul-
timately responsible for its success or failure,

Be mindful of the challenging aspects of working for yourself. It con
be a very isolaling experience, and there ara some things that you
do have to compansate for. Sure, it's great that you have yaur own
time — but, you don't necessarily get the benefit of bouncing ideas
off people and the support of o team environment. If you're o free-
lancer, you don't have the luxury of having on agent submitting you
for wvanous roles or looking al vour CV and prprnc-iicmﬂl materials
guiding you and helping you to make decisions.

sometimes it helps fo go to o ploce where people congregale with
some puipose - ke a calé or library. Sometimes it also helps to do
courses related to your industry or attend induslry related events be-
cause it helps you nabtwork with fellow achors ar artists and pick up
aclionable fips here and there. The effect of having people nearby
miight just trick your brain inte g more productive year. Take a small
break when you are feeling stymied. Go for a walk. Fresh air often
geeas hand in hand with a negw perspective. Then, begin your task

anew. /

keeping the dream alive’ when it comes to working freelance is
often about your internal thought process. Also, it's gol quite a bit to
do with your heart and soul. More than anything - it's about refresh-
ing yow point of view on g regular baosis. Building your 'business
aempire’ s a day-by-day task and every single brick in the wall
counts. I'll leave you with one last quole on the topic to consid-
et 'people aften say thal motivation doesn't last, Well, neither
does bathing, that's why we recommend it daily” - Tig Ziglar.

MOMEY CEMTRAL
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A BEGINNER'S GUIDE
TO HANDLING

loans

CMost often, pou fall into long-term repapments which if mishandled, might
burden pour pocket that will eventually put pou into an even bigger financial
loss than property gain. Jf pou are a first-time borrower, avoid digging pour

¢ =

onm ﬁumm"ﬂ! grave and read on before pou dive into the water,

Are you thinking of buying a new house or property
but don't have the availoble resources? Then lend-
ing companies might be the answer 1o your woes,
These moneylending businesses oare  endlessly
sprouting everywhere with on offer of relief ogainst
your money wormies. They hold o promise of dream
howses. posh cors ond other property investments
that would enfice you 1o grab just any loon opportu-
nifigs that may knock your door, Sweet, isn'l it?

Toking o loon is one of the biggest finonciol decisions
that you have to sit on ond think obout. Most often,
you fall indo long-term repoymenis which if mishan-
dled. might burden your pocket that will eventuaily
put you info on even bigger finoncial koss thon prop-
erty gain. If vou are a firsi-time borower, ovoid dig-
ging your own finonciol grove and read on before
you dive info the water.

1.Love the peace of mind you get when you poy on
fime.

Stz iy monitor your loans by ensuring thal you get fo
pay each month and on fime. This would help you
save on inferast rales. Missed or lote payment penal-
fies are the last things you would need at this sfage
of you'll sea voursell fraompled by skyrockeling rotes
and debis. Remember that a poor pavment sland-
ing will send your credit scone in haywireg.

2. Increase you credit score and gel a chance to
lewer vour interast rates,

As much os possible, check all gptions available
when it comes o lowerng down your inferest rates.

Do vour research ond caoll youwr loon company. Point
out your excellent credit rating ond be ready 1o pres-
ent a copy of proof. This will help you in your negotia-
fions. Sell thern your eligiblity 1o low interest rofes.

3. An excellent credit hisiory s o great refuge.

Does the sound of perks ond rewards invigorate
yvou? If faking a loan is o dofing gome, you will be
the ideal prospect. Your excellent credit stonding is
a candy to the aves of the lendears. This will am you
with greater negoficting power, alfraclive repay-
ment options, extreme bargaining ability and higher
credit imits.

4.0on't go on a loan-sprad.

Thie fact is that you will never run out of lending insti-
tutions which will be wiling 1o embroce you with their
colourful presentation of loan opportunities.  The
challenge here is o know strongly when you need
one and why you need il. Don™t 1ake more than
whial you have to because then, it would be hard 1o
regain the financial stability That you are aiming for.
Only take a loan to buy value-builder assets,

5.Dive then get off the water fast,

Your repayment options, just ke lending institutions,
are plenty. Check on your répayment plars and see
whether you can make bigger repayments each
manth especially for those Ihat charge high inferest
rates. This will help you get oul of that debt faster
than you should be, Don't stay too long in that, I wil
drain your budget.

MOMNEY CEMNTRAL
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FIVE WAYS TO MAKE SOCIAL

Media

WORK FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Clhe unique f*ﬁ’!lg‘!f ﬂf soctal media mark mnq for small business is that it
allows pou to talk directly to customers and j‘ﬂﬂmm*r:. You can build rela-
tionships over time, rather than asking for a sale upfront,

Social medio s o rove people are 5o crazy obout,
Millions of users are using different plotforms every
hour. With this kind of count. social media would be
a great fool to use o spread messages you wont to
convey fo others without giving much effort or
spending foo much. Lkewise, this 5 o tool that can
do great things for you If you have a business,

Business and social media abways work hand in
hand. If you are an vp and coming entreprenaur,
then chances are, that you are siill new o every-
thing. And on thot note, social media can help you
succead. Hera's how:

Connect to the customers
Most peopla ore typically dependent on social

rmedia aboul what product 1o buy or service 1o get.
By crealing o profile in a social netwaork for your busi-

nes, connecting 1o customens will be direct and easy,

Spreading vpdates with regards to your business

Through Blog plotforms, you con updale both your
suppliers and chents for what is new in your business,
Through fhis, you can start some discussion thread in
a forum where you can market your product or ser-
vice,

It gives an idea of what your customer needs
Through the feedback given by your customer, you

can foke a step in tailoring the product you provide
to whaot they octually need. If you hove accounts

like Facebook. Instagram or twitter for your business,
you can use it to make a poll for it There would
abways be complainks bul then instead of seaing it
negatively ries to see it in a brighter Bght. This should
b your priorty. Deal with them efficiently and swifthy.
The suggestions given by some other customers can
be your resource for what to do next,

It gives you an eye to the compelition

There are alof of ttes catering 1o consumer reviews,
You can scan them regulardy and check whot
pecpie hove to say about you as well o5 1o your
competilors, With this, you would know what they
are doing and could make a step to alone with it
For example, when most of your rivals have special
offerings, it would not hurt your business if you would
lounch one of your own,

It can give you the chance o deal with complains os
soon o3 possible

If you are aclive in your social medio accounts for
the business, disasters on online PR con be ovoided.
When there are comploins obout your business, you
can investigate it thoroughly. If you find cut that the
fault comes from your side, you con contact the cus-
fomer and apologize directly. Or you could also offer
solutions if you have any.

There are so many things social media can offer you
in order to make your business betfer. If you know
how to use vour resources wisely, evenything will just
fall inte place.
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We help create the vision for vou
to make vour dreams come true!

zalth through Property Investment

Join the Millionaires Alliance Club and learn Winning Strategies!
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