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EDITOR'S NOTES

Sometimes, success can be a
double-edged sword. On the one
hand, there you are fulfiling your
dreams, achieving all the goals
that you've set for yourself. While
this is laudable and should be cel-
ebrated, one has to stop and make
sure that that success isn't a selfish
one. What | mean is, are you alone
in that winner's circle? Or are you
there being cheered on by the
people that have loved you and
supported you? In that race to the
top, did you Ileave everyone
behind? | think that's what makes
StarCentral so special. That while
the magazine has grown in leaps
and bounds, the group behind it
have stuck together though it all.
Ours is a tie that binds and one that
has proven strong over the years.
Bring on all the adventures, 20191
We're ready for it!

Jenny Aluning
editor in chief

Waont to Adverfise? Email; krissy@storceniralmog.com
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TAYLOR KOOPMANS

JUNIOR MISS AUSTRAL

Guesnsiond native Taylor Anne Koopmans began her
pageant career at the age of ¥ in 2014 s an entrant in
the Face of the Globe Australio pogeant, In this paogeant,
she placed as 3rd runner up which spurred her on o anter
the Future Faces Charity paogeant where she won Mini
Grand supreme. From there on outl, Taylor developed o
passion for pageantny,

A supportive family hos been the foundatfion of Toyors
continued pageant success, Her dod cooches her signature
pageant walk style based on futarials he finds on YouTube,
While her interview responses are reviewsed by her mom,
Even her Aunt Heatheris on board to assist with her pogeant
Iooks and last minute hair and makswp changes.,

Fageantry has allowed Taylor to develop friendships and
gain usaful life skills thot will ransiote as she grows alder,
Long days of primping and photoshoots can be difficult
for someone so young fo adopt to, However, the desire fo
become a winner has made her leam the importance of
goal setting and hard work to achieve a goal. Her strong
focus and dedication have allowesd her to be crowned
Junicr kiss Australio Continents,

Compefifion in pogeants has also infroduced her fo
many vnique people. Through the pagesants, she was
infroduced to two of her best friends, Pogeants invite
guest speakers with inspiring stories fo speak with the
young women, In 217 one of the guest speakers af her
national pageant was Ben Felten. Ben gave o heart-
warming story of his ability to overcome his disability to
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achieve succeass in his figld. At the age of 20, Ban lost his
sight as a result of o degenerative aye condifion. At the
fime he wos a competifive moforbike rider, Rather than
et his disakility cut his career short, he chose o not only
confinue competitive riding but break o speed record as
well, After hearing his inspirational stary, Taylor decided
to come back in 20018 to compete for her title,

Many are infrodueced to the pageant worldd throwgh
programs such as “Toddler's and Tiara's", but this depic-
ficn is sensationalized and far from reality, There are more
to pogeants than floshy gowns. spunky performances
and winning crowns, Eoch competition hos opporiunities
for young ladies to become moars involved in their com-
munities through fundraising and other charity ewents.
Community invalvement allows the girls as well as the
public to see thot pogeonts are about more thon just
good looks

Reflective of the mentality compefition has developed
with her, Taylor has lofty future goals for her career, She is
currently starting o YouTube chonnel whergin she will
offer industry tips, She would like to use her experience fo
guide other voung women attempting to enter info the
pageant world, 3he has had so many positive experi-
egnces through joining competitions, As a fitlleholder,
Tavlor would fike to alter the public perception of
pageants, Rather than emphasizing on the crowns and
prizes, she would like her community to see the impact of
fundraising in her area os she confinues to work with the
Luke Priddis Foundation,
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FEATURE

ALICIATAVANI

MISS TEEN CONTINENTS AUSTRALIA 2018

Alicia Tavani was first entered info the pogeant world by
her mother, When she was just 13 years old, her mom
entered herinto a paogeant via the website Starlow - her
family has been supportive of her pogeant joumey since
day one. They never miss an opportunity to drive her to
appearanceas, help find the perfect stage outfit or simply
just sit in support as pogeants fake her across the globe
on various flights, After being in the industry for 4 years,
her hard work and dedication have finally led har to win
Q Srown,

Although she's o beauty gueen. everything for Alicia is
not all giitz and glamour, 3he expresses the frustration
and sadness that she faces whenever it comes to dealing
with the typical teen girl bullies. The stigma of pogeant
winners being crowned s titleholders based solely on
beauty may be the predeminant perceplion - but this
view fails to acknowledge the impoct community service
holds in the pogeant word, 3he is fruly more than just o
pretty face,

Alicia wses her plotform as o tfleholder to champion
anfi-bullying projects, visits with pofients ot local
children's hospitals and find ways to better the lives of
others, As a titleholder, she feels she must use her position
to better the lives of those in her community, Competi-
tions have helped shaope her inte the young adulf she is
today, She puts her whaole being info giving the best
pageant performance but has learmed fo accept thot
not every performance will be g winner, This maturity has
allowsd her to honestly reflect on the feelings of her
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experance rather than focus only on the rasults. Rather
than becoming discouraged on poor resulis, she remeam-
bers that she is worthy and is alwoys good enough. That is
the mark of a frue Gueaan.

Compeating in pageants has allowead Alicia to have many
mamaorable expenenceas and meeal inspiring people. At
one pageant she was able to meet Dana Yulin, Dana is
survivor of a brutal home invasion thot cccured while she
wis sleeping. Her attacker attempted to burmn her alive,
bt she survived, She shared her story of hardship and
recovary with the contestants. Her take away from the
harrible expearience was that no matter how difficult the
sitvation i, you do not give up, Dona's inspirational
account encouraged Alicia to attempt to find goodness
in eveary situation and soldier through the hard times. This

is @ sentimant that influences her anti-bullying campaign.

In a world of beauty, glam, and glifz it can be easy fo
develop a big ego. Alicia’s struggles hove allowead her fo
remain grounded. Despite being o gueen. she never
views hersell as superor to others, Through meditation,
she connects with her inner voice and reflects that she is
just as important as the next person, This humble view is
reflected in her future plans. In the tuture, her service
heart makes Alicia wish to pursue o career in nursing. she
has alreody completed 2 years of study and has 18
manths remaining. Her other dream career is not far from
the pogeant world as she would love to model for fomous
brands such as Gucci, Dolce & Gabbona. Versace and
Victora Secret.

FEATURE

MADDYJONIS

MISS AUSTRALIA CONTINENTS 2018

Collage is a busy time. studying, classes and lafe nights
often leave little time for other activities., Somehow
F2-year-old Modelaine Jones is able to juggle the
stringant practice hours of pageaniry with her college
life. Currently, she is working on obtaining her Bachelor
of Education degree with the intent to become o
primary school teacher. In addition to her schooling,
Madealaine is alsa a dancer and chesarleader for the MEL
Sharks. She is also the 2017 Miss Australio Continents.

radealaing i3 nat the anly parson in her family with pag-
gant experence. Her older sister was alse invalved
during her tesn years when she competed in the Miss
Earth pogeant, The desire to help her mother who was
dingnosed with concer 3 years ago, prompted her to
enter pageants, 3he hopes that not only will she be able
to raize prize money to pay for medical expenses, but
also usa her platform to grow awarenass. Mom and sistar
have bean her biggest cheerleaders through her experi-
ance thus for supporting her through all her ups and
downs, chauffeuring her around and helping with all her
needs,

As o contestant, Madeloine believes most of her experi-
gnces have overall been positive, She sees that the
biggest pitfiall to beauty competitions is the negative
perception of the public. Peers have a certain stigma
that they associate with the industry, Lack of awareneass
lzads them to see constants being judged solaly on
outer beauty. She would like to expose the importance
of community involvement., Contestants spend hours

sarving their communities and charities throwgh fundrais-
ing. Qver the 3 yaars, she has bean invalved in tha indus-
try. Madelaine has raised over $28.000 for charity as well
as spearheaded her own nonprofit organization- The
Hearts of Hope Project. As a queen, she has been able
to not only help others but meet other inspirational
figures, She has worked with local hospitals and the
Ronald McDonald house, The adversity the sick children
and their fomilies go throvgh reflect determination,
strencath. and survival.

Paogeants hove allowed Modelaine to develop and
grow as a woman, Prior o competing she was a shy
introverted young woaman, Training has broken her out of
her shell ond allowed her fo transform inte o
self-confident and self-aware young woman, No langer
does she compare harsalf to others. Sha has been able
to reqlize her own volue, This growth s whaot she
attributes

While she is still working on her degree in education,
Modelaine is also o student leaming support officer for
spacial needs children, She intends to use her industry
skills and influence to mentor children. Through her
experiences, she believes she can set as a positive
exaomple of the importance of education. Following her
graduation, she wil continue working in the special
neads school as g support officer, She also intends to
continue The Heorts of Hope Project, Through her
nonprofit, she intends to confinue to support the less
fortuncate of her community.
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FEATLIHE

CLAIREJURD

MS. AUSTRALIA CONTINENTS 2018

With degrees in acrobatic fitness and hairdressing.
twenty-six-vear-old Clare Anne Kelly may have a resume
maore suited for a contestant's stylist, Instead. she is o new
face in the pageant world, She enfered her first competi-
tion in 2018, Future Foces of Sydney, Prior to 2018, Claire
was a photographer for contestants. In 2007 while work-
ing Modelling Shootout she was introduced to Josmine
Fariow who would become a mentor fo her. Through hard
work, coaching and many hours of practice she eamed
her first title, Grans Supreme., in the Future Foces Pogsant,

Claire is supported by her brother and daughfer, A quote
her brother once gove her. "just becouse something
hasn't been done before, it doesn't meon it's nof
possible," has served as a mantra for her curent career,
The pageant life con be grueling with hours of practice
and constant travel, Despite the toll this tokes on her, she
remembers her brothers' words and is encouvraged o
push through, Claoire oppreciates fhat she can bring her
voung doughter. Indi. along to competitions. She recalls
the shock and joy she experienced the first time Indi
come to a Future Faces Pageant, As Claire perfformed on
stoge, her doughter stood in the crowd praudly following
along count per count, This senfimental moment showed
how much her doughier supported and admired her,
Even fhough her daughter is only 5 years old, she gives
her mother a purpose. It is fhe desire to show her how
hard work and kind heart can greatly odvance one's life
that drives her fo give her all to compefitions.

Through Claire’s pogeant career, she hos been able fo
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meet many influenticl persons. Future Faces director, Kim
Chancellor hos become somewhot of g superasoman for
Claire, Her aurg and support hove provided the environ-
ment for the pageant she directs, Her mentor Jasmine
Forow continues to be support and inspirafion as she
confinues to grow in the pageant world. Ava Da Silva is
sunshine personified and gives her energy each time
their paths cross.

Compefitive life hos fought Claire many lessons, Prior to
her enfry into pageants. Ms. kelly felf as though she was
not able to be her true self. Her authentic voice was
released as she come across strong women such os
Jasmine Farlow. There was no need to be afraid of losing
peopls by being her true self. She learned fo accept
and love the person she is today.

In her free time, she confinues to pursue her love of
ocrobatics. She alsoe enjoys cooking, dancing. reading,
and meditation. Pageantry haos cllowed her to impact
her community through chaorty work. This allows her to
remain grounded ond expose the public to the more
offroctive aspects of pogeantry. She acknowledges
thot o stigma exists that pogeants are solely based on
outward beouty standaords. In her fufure career, Claire
would like to use her position to recruit maore counfry and
regional contestants inte the industry, 5he would like her
platiorm to enable these girls to be elevaoted to positions
of success as well feach them through her experiences.
Ultimotely, Claire would like to creafe a book thot
chronicles all her pageant frovels and experiences

LISACT
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MRS AUSTRALIA CONTINENTS 2018

By: Jenny Humphrey
Lisa Cloppara’s i no stranger fo competition.

The 45-yvear-old outdoorswoman, wife, and mother, hos
had a successful coreer os a competitive Dressage
Rider. Her desire for self-improvement led her to the pag-
eant industry, Her | 7-vear-old doughter Sarah had been
involved with several pageants as well. As her mother,
she waos able fo observe how competing coused Sarah's
self-confidence to mature.

After some infrospection, Liso decided that she could
use pageants to overcome her fear of public speaking.
Through her journey, her whole fomily hos been
extremely supportive, bub the experence has been
especidlly meaningful for her and Sorah. Pageants are o
way for the mother and daoughter to strengthen their
bond.

In her journey for self-improvement, she has gained
Gugen status. She is the curent M. Australia Continents
and will represent Australio s the Break Out Star of the
Year.

The pageant word has clliowed Lisa tfo meet many
dynamic figures. One of her mentors i Robbie Canner.
Af &0 vears young, Robbie became Ms. Word. She
serves Jds inspiration that there iz no age limit on weanng
a crown. Ancther inspirational figure she has met is S5ue

Turner who wos Mri. Global Intemational Classic Weord
2018, Through her reign, she has been known to support
many charities, Throughout Lisa’s pogeant career, both
Sue aond Eobbie have shown her support and served as
guides to be o charitable crown holder.,

Fogeonts are typically believed fo only focus on the
outward beauty of confestants. However, to Lisa, the
most important aspect of being o beoulty gueen is
giving back. Community involvement is the fenont she
focuses on the most, As o queen, she is able fo use her
platform to influence her community through charitable
wiorks.

Deciding to compete in g pageont as o wife and
mather of 40 shows Lisa's brovery. She allows other
women 1o see that age should not hold them back from
frying nesw things.

Despite the season of life, one i in any goal is attainable
with hard work and dedication. During her reign Qs brs.
Continents 2018, Lisa would also like o work with various
izcal charities. Being o mother, it is not surprising that
one of her key charities 5 the Cancer Center for
Children.

With Lisa's strong and determined focus and her heart of

gold, we won't be surprised if she fakes home the crown
at the international stage.
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By Jenny Hu

Daspite the ralentless rain that plaguead the ARLAS 2018 on
tha 28th Hovamber, the show still went on, A plethora of
homeagrown arfists from all walks of ganres anrved on the red
carpet to celebrate the créme de la créme of musical excal-
lence. Much of the créme cama ta the Star, adomed n fheir
fashionable gowns and unorthodox outhits, Naminated for
an ARlA last year was Amy Shork, 5 Seconds of Summer,
Voance Joy, Kossy Chambers. Dean Clarke, Hilllop Hoods,
and Odette, Spacial international guests, Rita Org, Troye
Swan, Geaorge Eira, Micole Kidman, and Keith Urban, also
sant everyone nto a star-shruck frenzy.

faarnwhils, in the madia frenches, the StarCeniral tearm was
an standby. reporting for duty, despite how chootic and
claustrophobic it woas, With a spotlight list of celebrities on the
ane hand and two bubbly and ecstatic MC's namehy fashion
dasigner, Lakshmi Gowda and upcoming actress. Vanassa
hModrid on the grind and prepping to ask the hard-hitting
guestions, as it is thair first time at the ARIAS themsalvas. With
Al Liv behind the scenes as technical support, we wears
visibly pasitioned near the artists so that we could interview
tham.

After numercus attempts on trving to catch the celebrities for
an interview, we eventually manoged to interviesw a number
of talented arfists such as PRALL Trmomatic, Mirah Beflects,
Odette, Camouflage Rose, Cyrus and mary others who
were kind ancugh ta talk fo StarCentral Mogazine,
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some of the highlighis of the 2018 ARIA's wera thal Lakshimi
wos able fo infervew Tim-o-matic regording his hiatus. He
revealad his strugglas in 20146 and how ha avarcame them
through hkis music, Lakshmi also inferviewead Camouflage
Rasa who waorked in hospitality a year ago and is now living
hiz draam as an artist walking down the red carpet.

A for the winnears of the ARIA'S, Amy Shark had a relentlass
reign over most of the nominated categorias as she ook
hames "Album of the Year," “Bast Female Artist.” and "Best
Pop Release" far her debut album, “Lovea Manster.”

A year sarber af the aARlA's, she was talking about the
abstacles and rejections that she foced as a struggling arfist,
Her persavarance paid off this vear and eamed her the
status of Guesen of Pop.

“I really, really wanted ths,” Shark teared up at the podium
with her award. she also dedicoted the aoward to her
partner of 11 yaars, Shane Billings. "l will cherish this farswsr.”

The single, | said HI" by Army Shark, which sormed her the
Best Pop Releass award was an ode fo the many music
execulives who ignored aiftempts of being signed her
before the viral hit, Adore. It was o frumphaont moment for
Shark who proved to the same executives that her talent
should never have bean underastimated.

" | started sa long ago trying fo do this, 5o when yvou put a
whole body of work out. and peopls ke it enough to nomi-
nate you, and then you win if, it's so tar off what | thought |
could ever achieve,” she recountad her difficulf joumey to
the press room, I'd given that sort of dreom oway long age,
o I'm sort of waiting for someone just o wake me up.”

Cther nofable gongs went fo 5 Seconds of Summer, the
Australian equivalent to One Direction who swept up three
awards for Best Group, Best Aaustralion Live Act ond Apple
rusic Single of the Year for “Youngblood.”

An endearing moment Ingered when the cotegory for "Best
Male Arfist” wos called out and It was owarded o the
crifically acclaimed indigenous artit, Gumumul who passed
away In July lost year. His album Diojadmim [Child of the
Rainbow], which was released in Aprl and shot up the charts
ever ance his paszsing. On behalf of accepting his awarnd was
his daughter, Jasmine Yunupingu and his friend and collabo-
rafer, Micheal Hohnen.

“He was a special person fo evervone he met, and he
wanted was for people to love hie music and our stores,”
Jozmine todd the audience fondly, commermorating wer
father's legocy.

In hervour of his legocy, Jasmine, Jesico Mauboy along with
Briggs frorm AB Original performed his frack, Wulminda,
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As for Caozey Chombers, the Australian country legend was
inducted info the ARlA's Hall of Fame, as well as getting on
ARLA for Best Country Album for Campfire. She also hotds the
recard for being the yvoungest female arfist ever to enter the
Hall of Fame.

As everything wrapped up, we osked one of our hosts,
Lakshimi cbout her sumeal experdence af the ARIA's and how
she got fo witness an event in person affer many years of
watching on television.

“husic has inspired my fashion as well, so it was owesome
ard an incredible opportunity to be there and get fo
inferview these people. People who music has been listening
to for so many years and helped through some fough fimes
ard all of a sudden | meet them in peson.”

When recalling of the highlights of the ARIA's is that she was
0 blessed interviewing the artists who came so far in o
career that they love;

“One highlight was hearing the joumeys of the people that |
gol to interview. | wos blessed to meet these ke-minded
people, just to see how much they've come to their career
and their lives and just making ther gools and dreams o
reality and overcoming hardships and just being successful in
what their love, which wos very inspiing for me o in that
mament and in that enesgy.”
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By: Jenry Hu

Throughout years, fhe AACTA's has matured info an
nstitution where diversity thrives o2 it welcomes the
neighbowing Azian filmmakers by implementing the
inaugueal Agan Awards as well s honaurs mone
indigencus fiimmakers and the rch storyteling that
comas with it. In the midst of the glitz and glamaour, it
i important to note that Australian screan industry fis
craving for more unigue and diverse sfondeling as
the Ees of Hollywood blockbusters such o2 Crazy
Rich asians and Black Panther, redched fo unprec-
edented heights ot the box office.

Thiz veor af the AACTA's, it cerfainly delivemad this
demand for multicultural, diverse stonveling as the
institution celebrated its 80 yeors. IF B d significant
vaar that shows for the arts and “Af Iost justice s
erved” as Steve Cumy puts it

The categonas of the nominaes were of high caliber
in fim category; Sweet Couniry, Breathe, Boy
Brased, Cargo and Ladies in Black — which
posesed the nuanced storyvteling ronging from
indigencuz storylteling to d hear-wrenching story
about conversion therapy in Australic.

On December 5th 2018, the red carpat was Swanm-
ing with starstudded and mulli-talented guests
wara sporfing a novy-blue rbbon, which stands
aganzt the detainment of children and women of
the off-shore detention caentre in Maurnd. It included
the likes of Nicoke Kidman, Simon Baker, Warwick
Thomton, Vince Cologimo, simone Kestler, Daniel
Maonks, Debarah Mailrman, Don Hamy, sabele Locas
and Meling Vidler ets,

The StarCenfral team with Lakshmi Gowda and
Vanessa Madrnid wera on the forefront of the media
frenches, again and theair fist fime al the aowards
loal  We interdewed a plethora of talented
actresses and actors whom weare all nice enough o
tolk o vt Vanessa, being the up and coming
actress and film connossear - she was StarCentral’s
secral weapon when i came fo meaninghul gues-
ions aboul acling. Lakshmi on the ofher hand,
drassed n her hand-made Bguid siver and meticu-
lously saguined gown, made her saem like she
balonged at the red carpeat. If did wonders on the
celebritias, and they wera even complimenting our
hostsl

Ag tha med carpel seamlby came fo an and, the
award ceramony commeanced, and the media
migrated into the media room 1o sea wherna the
achion is happening.

The winners for this yvear's AACTA owards, Swaeal
Couniry wos reigning in all categones and won a
total of sk awards, including the prastigious, “Best
Filrm,” “Bast Cinamatography, ond Bast Direchion.

Sweal Country 5 a compeling story of Sam, an
indigencus stockman who out of sell-delence kiled

a ‘white stockman owner. It
spawned a stany about racial preju-
dices and k based on a true story
on the screenwriter, David Tranter's
great-great-grandfather.

Speaking of diverse story-telling,
the film, Boy Erased was based on
a true story of Gamord Conely's
2014 memoir that details  his
perscnal  experence  with  gay
conversion therapy.

Micole Kidman tocok fthe gong for
“Best Supporting Actress,” for Boy
Erased, as well as Joel Edgerton,
who unforfunately was not present
duwing the ceremony - he won
“Best Adapted Screenploy.”

“I want fo thank my amozing
actars and Gamrard Conely and
one of the blg things we hope o
do s end conversion therapy, and |
didn't wish fo exist, but it does,”
Joel remarked s he said in his
occepfance video.,

Along the same note, the minise-
ries Riot which documented the
events leading up fo the maorioge
equality vote has won two gongs
for “Best Leod Actress in Television™
and “Best Television Show.

"It keeps the film in the converso-
fion ond it such an important stony,
It needs fo be seen - this film is not
going 1o destroy you but provoke
you," Box said af the press room,

"This wonderful journey with all the
cast and crew, The fiming of the
conversafion was perfect. It was o
wonderful cutcome for the LGET
commusnify,™

A5 for the Best Asian Film, Die and
Sunvive - it was direcled by Justin
Wen who expressed his excitement
for being ocknowledged by his
Australion screen peers:

“If's very humbling to be receiving
fhe oward from the Southern Hemi-
sphers, It's a serious story, What we
did was make it Bght-hearted, but
we hod serious and infrigued the
oudience with a universal dilemma
you have to choose to be moral
ond making o profit,”

The Longford Lyvel oward 5 the
highest honour that any actor can
achieve Qs it commemorates fhe
prolific-ness and the longevity of
an actor's career.  This year it
belonged Bryan Brown who boosis
over 80 films, oth in Ausiralio and
America,  Neofakle films thot he
stamed in were Brecker Morant
and Give My Regards o Brood

ERic_Fr

dfreat, FfX, Cocktad and now, and
aweal Country.

He was nominated for a Goldan
Globe and an Emumy (or he peartor-
mancea in the minisenes, Thombirds.

“Its an  honour—thank you the
Academy. | am Auwstralian teling
Austrabon stonas, and | love i1, He
alsa dedicated s award to b lovaly
wite, Roachal ward, who has bean
with birm through the ups and downs,

In other notabla gonags that weare
awardad, Simon Bakar wan tha Basl
aupporting Actor for he direchonal
dabut tor Braatha, Mystary Road for
the beast drama Sanes, Wayne Blar
arnd Best Documentary went o
Gumurul, which has  the  same
praducears as Sweaat Country. and
Ladies In Blaock took home thres
gongs, " Bast Lead Actress, “Beast
Cngnal 3core,” and "Bast Costurma,”

Moraowver, with all gQongs owardad o
all their respacted and weall-dasarved
films that grate convarsahbons of
angoing yeb relavant ssues within
rmuthicuttural Avstralic, Although this s
anly tha bagnning, were at laast
ong step closer to justice being
sarved.
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FEATURE

CIVE DOWN UND B

The autstonding monogement behind Rock the Runway Australio by Rocky
Gathercole recently hosted a glamorous Fashion Spectacular of the stunning
Grand Ballreom in Hiton Hotel on December 1 2018, Marites Novis of MFN
Productions waos the executive producer behind the show and she waos
supported by her business partner Leo Bello.

Lights dimmed, and the foncy offair kicked off with a tantalizing song perfor
mance by none other than Balling Gee aka "The Pacific Diva."

Pews of well-dressed gu
platformn, recdy for the: fost

Rocky Gathercole s a Fllping self-mode celebrity designer whose narme in the
workd of unway confinues e. It all started with threcds and strings and
a driven mind to create o collection of couture that wears his story wherever
he goes. Eventually, his dreams became dresses and his sketches became
superb avant-garde . As his creaticns continued to make an imp

in the: Fashion world, Hollywood cedebrities and pop stars starfed knocking on
his door and coming affer his sun-stunner creations. A-plus celebrities such as
ILe inal, Sia and Katy Perry eveniually became some of the bearers of
his incredible pleces.

But before all the glitz and glomow brought to Bfe by his creations, Rocky
actually had a rough start in life. Rocky Gathercole recalls how he struggled to
liver shelterng from e cold of the street, sleeping under a bridge,
ard making little incame from helping a pushcarnt vendor. Although he did not

finish high school. he hod set farth fo Saudl Arabio where he met his employer,
who would laoter help him in fulfiling his drecm as an avant-gorde desigrer
Everything escalated from that moment. NMow, parading before the

eyes during fashion weeks and beauty pageants, this golden designer doasn '
only excel in the rursay, for e oleo has a golden heart for the world, particu-
larly to the less forfunate ones.

The atmosphene in The Hilton for the Fashion Spectocular was elechic. Models
bustlied backstage with nervous excitement before awalting  thelr name
called and strutting down the rurway 1o the latest in rmusic. With meore

micdels walking the makeshift runwaay, the evening was an ongoing dispay
stunning fashion and shyle.

The fantastic Fashion Spectacular event alse supported Destiny Rescue which
& an infernaticnally-recognized Christian non-profit orgonization dedicated to
rescuing children frapped In the sex frade.

Al ln all, it was definitely a night to remember - all haill Rocky Gathercole -
fashion designer extracrdinaine!
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ar, In thu coe ni Mhle*,' Anna Carbyn, hes
Was el her own making by applying fior
many diffsrent modelng opportunities and waorking
hiara tosoialn them.

Ashlevshaned. modeling when she was stil af school
aged 15 when she Wowld model swimweor. These
were Just minar modeling ossigniments. for various
swirmwear brands but she endured and finally, ot the
age of 21 she got her first significant break when she
appeorad on the cover of the Fermwood fitness
magozing. Ahways interested in fitness, Ashley concen-
frated on modedng for finess reloted shoots but as
firme moved on she found an interest in fashion model-
ing and was able o move her modeling focus more
towards that.

Before enterng for the Mis Multiverse Competition,
Ashley had relenflesly applied for numerous modeling
opporfunifies with limited success mainly with [ocal
foshion  designers, parfaking in shools for  fheir
websites, Being convinced that winning a competiticn
could change her ife for the better, Ashley frained
hard for it. She would practice in front of o comera all
the fime and her fulltime profession of being a
personal frainer and health coach helped her in her
guest,

Even with her fitness background o3 o persondal rainer,
Ashley still found that the physical aspects of the com-
pefition chaolenging especially when competifons
were foced with a boot camp segment which was

FEATURE

specifically designed to take each competitor fo their
ligpit. Despite suffering from a chest infection Ashley
perseveredhand her seff-mofivation waos able to see
her complete this ondalkibe other ospects but fodaoy
she acknowledges the process wosnobeasy.

Despite the challenges, she foced during the compe-

fition Ashley was oble to remoin focused and oppreci-

ate other confestants for their own qualities, [t was this

revelotion which fought Ashley thot she could nof

hope to anficipote the judges deckions as clearly

eoch confestont possessed their own beuu%r

own wiays and as is offen soid, "beauty 5 in the i

the behalder, she reafized that the judges would
have their own individual views on what they consid-

ered beouty,

Bom in Concda but now residing in Awusfralio, as Miss

Muitiverse 2018, Ashley has become a role model far

mony young women ond whilst some moy consider i
beouty compefitions as perhops inoppropricte as.

they focus on the outer beouty of women and nc:l 1..
their inner beauty, Ashley says that although mnvﬂ"ﬁ 'g
may have problems with their moral volues and ente
ing a competition ke Mis Multiverse, they canre
true to themselves and voice any concems they m
have, she herself often had tnlnui;hm aut :
mamt-foi}imatu Wnﬁ:l-t&m mm o
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BRITTNEE

SHEATH

Brittnee Shaath is well on har way o making a dream
the has had since sha was 5 years old come frue -
har dream was to one day compate in the Miss
Universea Compatition and walk the rmonway of
Victana's Secret. Whan she was just 5 years olkd,
Brittnee starfed modeling for commercials and
iteshyle shioots and from that ime hopead fo becomea
a full-time madeal.

Pricr fo winning the Search for the "Next Intarnational
Mode!” compeatiion last year, Brittnese had already
becoma a successiul modal with modeling cssign-
meants faking her all around the world But it was
winnirg this prestigious event that Brittnes hopes will
lBad her to fulhll her dreams of entering the largest
and most prestigious beouly pageant in the warld,
The Miss Universe Competiion leading to her
ultimate dream of baing a Victona's secret moadel.

Although her carser is ong which can sometimas bea
busy invalving hear fiying all over the world for differ-
ing assignments, it also sess her spending a kot of
tirme without assignmeants and during those times she
soys she has to try and keep focused in order to not
falter in purswing her dream. 5he now hopes thot
winning this compeatition will bring her maore fame
within the highly competitive modealing  industry,
hopeafully leading to her ulimate discovery by thosea
wehio could fulfill her draam.

Although many people at the age of 5 have mary
dreams of what they may aspire o, most will sither

they hod hoped but for Bittnes, her dreams have
remainad the same and have beean ustified by the
fastyvie it provides, What Brttnees seeas s one of
modealing's greatest banafits is that yvou gat to fravel
the wiorld and meat all sorts of different paople rom
all walks of ffe and widely diverse culfures, she
enoys making new mands and kseping in touch with
them wheara ever fhey moy be in the world.

Brittnes, whose success so far she abtributes in part to
the full suppart of her family, s ropidly becoming a
role model for young gils who would like to ko
aspire to ther dreams and she advises them thot
they too can be successiul if they believe in them-
salvas and naever lose sight of what they dream to
achieve.

knowing that modeling s not always g lifeiime
career, Brttnee also has her sights set on g second
suyccassful carser affter she stops modeling or
perhaps starting it whilst still modeling and that & to
be o Comactional Officer, Althouwgh this moy seem a
far cry from modeling, if Biftnee pursues that caraear
with the samea intensity and self-determination she
showed to becoming a successiul madsl, few could
dout her ability to also see the ulfillment of thot
dream alsa.

Wwe all howe dreams but far too few of us fulfill them
bt Brittnee displays thot once youw ore determined
enouah and have self-motivation, those dreams can
come frue
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MISS FASHION WEEK

\ /I 4

Australia

JUNIORS FROM 8 YEARS, TEENS, ADULTS, MISS AND MRS

Follow Your Dreams on the runway
to win a place in our National Finals
where we will give three trips away to
the USA to compete in the International
Final of Miss Fashion Week.

We are the first organisation that bridges
modelling with pageantry.

positive self in"'rﬁluga, self love arllld self confidence.
#YouAreEnough

2019 REGIONALS

May 26™ Melb VIC
June 9" Portland Vic
June 29" Lismore NSW
July 9" Adelaide SA
July 13" Melb VIC
July 16" Haobart TAS
July 17" Sydney NSW
July 21* Gold Coast QLD
Aug 17" Perth WA
MNational Final September 14™/15" Melbourmne _
i ] : For as long as Tabasom Asadi con remamber she's olwoys had o passion for beauty and modealing.
International Final November Sthi10th USA = R ; Tabasorm is a single mother wha works in the Beouty ndusivy as o hairdresser and a makeup arlist - she
: i o has bean modaling for the past couple of yaars, She recantly bacama a runnaer up al tha 2018 Miss
J ! | Russia & pAiss Nahonal Avsirald pageant and she balieves a baauty quaan 15 a parsan who hdas confi-
Enter online on March 207 2019 at wwow bedenitry. commby : Lf N e dance in themsalves both physically and mentally. She alse balievas that thay should ba inspiring o

r - " - b 2 = & = L 5 L o - 1] ¥
efick on the MISS FASHION WEEK teb. Email for . ' {:Ih-T=-r:| when it comeas o reaching their goals and dreams, and they take phde in therr oppearance.
sha's hoping to onea day be a rale modal far yaung adults.

information atmisstashionweskaustralia@amail.com

i
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By Jeniny Hu

The Australian Indian Wedding Expo & a on
thirgs ndican weda w2t Feld at the Hy
the Fth Octabear 20

tep shop tar all
It Regancy an

!l._'l
and lood vear
aterad all a

I'|L.'r"|.':] frewm the hrgh caiin
other decorative shalls,

aramatic s Hrl| of curmy pu IIL and mithai filled the whole pavi-
0.

Tha masterming behind the avant 15 Anjw Goyal, who 5 also
the CECr of the Indian fask il and % cle, ch
i fignal Indian dress| and
3 there was a gap in the

dirng marked for multiculiural weddings so she dacided §
wilh vendors thatl can do so.
icultural s

and we wanfed

felifgs 1 are happening
creata a m, 50 paople
ars, The vandaors that we

soves much maney, They ara all very raliable s
book them you don't have ron after tham.”

Some vandors thal featured at the event weare Pure D
Dalhi O Defhi, Pure Soul, Colow Drama Coakes, Andarm Je
Parfact Media and Trendzbysange by Sangeata 5w
Thasa are all high-gualty vendars that supplias the Indian
dirng essenfial swech arations, hannag,

An exlravagant frade show like the Awtiralion Indion Wed-
ding Expo

Bt complate without a fashian show and Angu

R

e

S

Lot 2
ik
o

AR Amazng paroarmc
shia Da who wanted ta
shyles

Al Indian dance
O MEsrmerizing
-edgue music -

[_.n_-r'1ulr=1 1h-—r ra
within Australia,  The dancears ge
nce o an anchanting Bollyw

wecls filled with grace and posea.

Thraughou! the fashion show, an influx of baautiful modes
both female and male strutted very gracelully in inficately
beadead soms and failored suits. The colourful aftires lounced
flerwdiess SECU ke 1 wicnanend
e audianc

Whean the AMWE CEQ Anu was asked abaouf her brand and
o she started n the fashean indusing, she said that it was her
draam o i
wanted to be in the fashion ne . ared i woas my drecem to

; cy can Come, wa avean

It of work, but everything eventually came thraugh."

Iy thea 2arme day, Anju and Lisa kbunched the Wedding Diary,
a magazring fhat leaturas the latast indian Weddng frends
and assanbals for the bhde and groom. It s a temiic guida
that promotes the vendors and their specicired services for
rmiuthculiural weddings.

lerte .-ﬂ-.rlju ficar Hu! 1-:|r11- "i: -=-.--1r1r ::lru:l wa'te carfain, ||"EI| thas
yeor would ba a bigger and better event.
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SOCIALLMED A

- INFLUENCERS

By Patricia Higgins

Life o5 an Influencer is becoming an increasingly stocked gome. In o world of poid likes/followers, fickle
algorithms and those ‘lurky bots’, it's become even harder fo maorket yourself in 2019, With more Instogrom
mModels on the scene than ever before; this creates a higher level of competifion overall,

Gaining traction on sociol medio often means hifting that elusive fon guota. However, if's offen o vogue
figure that allows you fo qualify, This begs the guestion; how mony pecple have o follow you or like your
poge in order fo make you a legitimate Influencer? What will warmont encugh credibility amidst o micsmao
of hoshtogging and 24/7 responsiveness? You should start with applying o thick-skinned approach to
negaofive comments [ironically, with much skin on show) and all ‘round people pleasing.

Let's get the elephant in the room out of the way, Whaot does on Influence Maorketer ond/or Instogrom

Model actually do% Well, they create “sponsored content’. That means someone sends them something

and they promaote it to their oudience, eg. "OMG this skin cream is the bomb, | now have no pimples”, or

“this teeth whitening product is so great | con now allow myself o smile” - gll the whilst being paid o give,
| l=t's face it, an enfirely biosed review,

'.. Yo Influence Marketing is most usually comied out on the platform of choice: Insfogram, According o Forbes
_Mogaozine, aon Insta occount with over one million followers can attroct upwords of 350k for o single spon-
sored post: that's cerfainly big bickies! What you may not know is that the sociol medio londscope i
sconfinuing fo change, ond it's not always in the interest of on Influence Marketer,

| For exomple, have you heard of the fermn ‘Micro Influencer’2 These are commenly described os ‘ordinary
people’ [whatever thot meaons) with o decent following of oround 3000 followers, Usually, they aren't
‘big-fish' enough fo score enfirely free products, and they don't always garner o genuing ‘hord-dried-ink’
modeling confract with, you know, an actual brand.

While the demand for Micro Influencers grows (and will contfinue o do so during 2019); so does earming
potential decline, This demogrophic is more offen than not, underpriced, With so many people putting
their hands up to ossist e-commerce operators, for exomple, occepting the offer fo post about o beoch
fowel whilst weoring o bikini, this means that the value of o Micro Influencers’ engogement is vastly
cheapened, It's just supply and demand - economics 101,

The fact s, being a Micro Influencer is generally not something 1o be token foo serously. That's becouse
you can only ever eam o mere froction of what your more socially mobile counterparis (you know those
Insta peeps with the covetable green bodge] can attract per post. Whaot does this “Verified Bodge' on
Instagram actually mean? Well, occording to the platform itself, “a verified bodge is o check that appears
next o an Instagram occount's name in search and on the profile, It means Instograrm hos confirmed that
an account s the outhentic presence of the public figure, celebrity or global brond it represents.”

How do you get vour very own Insto Bodge? You con apply to get one by going info yvour platform’s
\ settings tab, providing vour |ID and waiting for that all-importont response. However, there are no guaran-
| feas] But, that's abwaoys the way, isn't #8 After all, there are no 100 percent shatter-proof formulas for
achieving success in onling marketing. Keep in mind that those ‘maosterclosses’ will surely fell vou differ-

. 4 ently, though.
;rﬂ_,.; Being an Instagram Model ond maorkefing yourself is but o meaons to an end. It is not necessorily something
i it to hinge your 'bread-aond-butter” upon, If vou are reaping the rewards os an Influence Marketer than more
2 a4 power fo vou, If vou are still struggling and wondering why it"s not octually working for you, then remember
] T e things are never what they seem - especially when if comes o the world of social media/finfluencer
_;Liﬂ % '“;- markefing!
, !"Up PR
o 0 s ‘;_ﬂ
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A NEW YEAR MEANS NEW

.

By: Pafricia Higgins

0. we hove once ogain tumed the poge on o New Year, Cue those gym memberships. detox regimes, and
cbligatory perscnal pledges and promises. If you want a 'new you' in the New Year, there's cne resolution that
you may actually be able fo stick to, And. thot's keeping fab and fresh with the season's fashion forecast|

5o, what are the top frends for 20157%
1. Bigger I3 better

If Harper's Boroor and Laody Goga hawve it right, then it's fime fo embroce a fuller, floatier sihouette. Think
peasant-shyle frocks with balloon sleeves and fiered hemlines, Perfect for summer, voluminous shyles are os
breathable as they are fashion-forward. Casual shyles can be worn at the beoch, with dressier takes on this look
odopted for work or even a night out

The voluminous dress has even been pinpointed as a fop frend in wedding dresses. It's all in the flounce. with a
‘refum to romance’ touted as this season's major moaed, 50. feel free fo indulge in the faintale factor, but do
por o statement dress with flats and simple occessories - in order to stop yourself from wandering away com-
pletely into 'noff-land’

2. Twist and shout

Minefies nostalgia reigns supreme. A 2109 reimagining of this psychedelic counterculiure stople sees the char-
actenstic loudness of this print dioled down a nofch ar fwa. Lke yvou, we never thought we'd see ftie-dve os
high-street foshion|

But. lo-and-behold we are already starting fo witness the 'fie-die fitlation' - filtering down fram Mew York
Fashion week ond onto the racks of some veny-real retailers [the likes of Urban Outfitters aond Revolve). With the
print taking cenfre stage on blozers. tees and even taoilored ponts, it's a look that {whether love or loathe) you
cerfainly won't be able to hide from!

3. Animol mognetism

Leopard and other animal prints have aways maintained q simmering allure, especially in the world of occessa-
ries. This vear feline and other safan motifs are sef o toke over, becoming slinker and all-the-maore visiole, Reinwi-
sioned for the warmer months, those jungle spots and python stipes are now oppeanng against a bockdrop of
vivid brights [such as neon yellow and sky blue]!

Youw can't go past an animal print dress in a silky fobric for credible cool. And. you con give Meaghon Markle a
run for her money in some similarly styled pumps and matching hondbag. | you are not a fan of too much
leopard. consider a scarf or an occented pair of sunnies for st a sprinkle of what can be a very dominant look,

Whilst the sirke of the clock on Mew Years may not hove outomaticolly generoted o brond new ife. the
secaond-best thing may just be a brand-new wardrobe. You may shill be working on quitfing those cigarettes or
becoming ‘setied-down® (ke vour mother wants). But, regordless of the siteation. you sure can da itin style with
fhe above fipsl
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From an early age, Cristy Thapa sow pageants as an
opportunity to help fhose in nesd and give voice fo
people who are not offen heard, Having grown in an
underprivileged environment, Cristy gobbed the
opportunities that was given to her and was ablae o
become g succasshul parson, Mony yedars hove
passed since her childhood - the world has not Been
able to keep her down, She still has the exact same
idealism that inspires her up to this very day. Pageant
industry is more than just showing your beaauty, it is
about seffing an example, and being a rgle model
for hundreds of thousands, Possessing this positive
mianfra is what led her foowin not just one title but bwo
- Ms. International Beauty Ambassador 2018 and Ms,
Australia United Mafions 2019,

After getting involved in the pageant industry from
an early age, Cristy quickly understood that not only
» was she able o become the voice of he underprvi-
leged and be a role model for young girs all aver the
world, she was alse able fo moke g real. prachical
difference in the ives of thousonds, She was able to
do 5o with charty work, which s heavily associated
with the pageant industry, Becoming o beauty
quaen i not an achievement in itssif. bula !ulh:l'r' to
make your voice heord from o muchi ba,gher

platform. fo make ofhers heoard and let th&world &

kEnow about many Bues ploguing undarp
Rpeopie.

While there might be a lot of drama and crificess
msscu:lq’re-d with the pugaﬂnt inciusiry, Cnshye

ITED_NWTIb

riot let this get her down. She knows that her reasons
for porficipating in them are worthy and had a fime
of her life when rapresenting Australia at Ms, Interna-
fional. Truly an experience of a keatime. Her dedica-
tion and the story of her success madea her confident
in her abilities, "Never give up” is her motto, which
sha lives by every day. Truly, with such dedication,
nathing is impossible for her,

In an industry associated with glamour and the
bohemian lifestyla, it is easy to lose your head. Bul
staying grounded is what Cristy excels at. She is o
nurse by profession and thaere is nothing more hume-
Bling ond eye-opening than faking core of othear
paople, Baing a nurse dehnes her character, Sha
odmits_harself that; "To be vary honest, | wouldn't
be who | am now if | was not a nurse”™, As g nurse,
Cristy was tought how to communicate with
paapla, show empathy and be diplomatic all the
fime. All of these zkills would make our world g
much better place if practiced by more people.

At prasant Cristy 15 a registerad nurse, she is also a
student of fashion design and runs o blog about i

- aswell, she has chosen to pursue all of her passions

imultanecusly, All of this would be a worthy
nceavour for evaryone, But she is not content with
Cristy alsa plans to establish a chanty for help-
prehildren under 15 with their baitle ogainst
ancer, With so0 much to do and plenty of future
5, Cristy well and fruly knows that nothing is

{
||
1
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makisig moral

By: Jade Enriquaz

‘Bagani' star Makisig Morales has definitely comea a long
WOy @var sinca he bacamsa famouws for playing Supear Inggo
when fe was just five yaars old.

WwWhilea many paopla might assume that Makisig's hirst telaw-
sion appeaarance was on Little Big Shots, this isn't entiraky
true. Makizsig and his sister Mavumi made their first aver
telavision debul an Duat Buliit, a singing compalition held
during a midday variaty show that aired on ABS-CBN, Fram
Ihere thay compeatad on a vanaty ol ather singing compa-
hihians betorea ending up an Lithe Big »ar whare he avaniu-
ally had his big break, In 2006 ha ended up playing the
lead rala in the Intermatianal Emmy-naminated fantasane,
supear Inggd al just 10 yaars old and in 2007 ke bacamea
orne of the co-hosts of the next seres of Little Big Star
tagethar with darah Geranimo.

Mo, however, it loks ke Makisig Maralas 15 retuming back
to his original roots. He has an upcoming concert and in kis
first evar conceart i Ausfraba, ha will be collabaratimg with
nong athar than Marlisa Punzalan - the winnar of tha swih
secson of The X Factar Australia in 2014, Alsa, ha was a gueast
performer in a Sydney concert by the Pinoy Draam Acodearmy
winnars led by Yeng Constanting whan e was 12 years old
and b has also foured n UsA & Canada for a sanes of shows
But this 15 gong to ba ks fest ever salo conceart in his
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adult life so he lfeals that this cancart will be his caraer
highlight.

Unlike a number of young singers who have buckled
undear the constant prassure of the entertainment indus-
try, Makisig has steered clear of any major frouble, This is
due ta his humble nature which he got fram his parents
whio have mada him evanything thal he g loday. Ha alsa
regularly pravs to God, asking for guidance before daing
sormathing or meealing someaona new. The music industry
and show busingss have aso impared some wisdom
antd him, teaching thea valuas of pahance and fimea man-
agarmeant,

‘While MakiEig has had a very succassiul caraar in show-
biz, he still has many plans for his futura, His fulure plans
mclude gatling a stable jgb and invasting furthar, Ha
wiants o gat mamed 50 he can place an evan higher
valua an iz ralatonships. He also wants to build ar buy a
haousa, Finally, while he has naver bean (o Boracay, ha
wiould love to wisit it at somea point in the future,

If you're interested in watching Makisig Morales retum
back te his ariginal roots than we ara inviting you e his
first aver majer concart on Saturday, May 4, 2019 at tha
Diamoand Showroom n Blacktown Workars Cluls - thara's
qaing to be a live band playving all throughout the show
50 this s ane amazing show you can't atfard ta miss!
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Irther details please contact:
' Rose - 0411687111
| Sherry - 0410236622 ©
-~ Arvi Walia - 0401544962
at info@lakmeaustralia.com.au |

}

L

Frofessional makeup ortist for all occasions

Weddings | Fashion | Special events
Mobile: 0404 0R5 851 | Email: flakel955ayahoo.comau

Follow me on Facebook and Instagrom {focebook comijoyleensloane | nstagrom.comfjoysloanemakeup)
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