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We are so pleased ond excited fo bring you fhe ey
first comeback issue of Film Cenfral Mogaozine:

are oll obout promoting promising and u

aclors from ol over the world. In the broader pie

Film Central is for amyone who is possicnate about
the acting and enterlainment indusiry and would like
to be kept informed about those ssues that are most
perfinent o continued swccess

Here at Film Central we like to have fun for sure. But,
there's o consciousness and on athical slant that
drives the siories we wish to presant. In this edition
you will find a splash of kndustry tips amongst our
profile pieces There are also some greal odviee
poges ond coreer tips s o mustread for any
aspiring aclor or enteriainer

So. iIf you kke movies and TV shows you will cerbainly
I Film Central Magozine.
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RISING STAR SPOTLIGHT: GET TO EKMNOW

EMMA BARNES

Lomeé pionds come inko IR world Bam 1o do samathin Q. This i axacily ihe Cote
with Emma Chelbey Bamps - Do wilh nol ﬂ-!'f"r' e falent Bul wilh tha dnve o4
wdl

mmarsed in the pedonmng sndusiny Wnce e ool al 3, EMma Nt anly myvolved
hersall in school pioys, she expanced her iﬂ":l’.-'.‘f:n’."‘lj{j‘: of her crali oy {!!-'L'r'{.r"l'__." L& ]
-:_::_-r.'c-el'.'.i:-.;_; arfs schoo] alter har nofmal sehos] oo and on waekands, She ako
1o0E Up Sance lesions, mgts ssond and was invaivad in O Cihoel wingne (e wad
abie fo inavel lo Hong Kong and China lo perform, . Her possion Tor gcling hos ol
barwrerdd hadr B0 Ergin in Los Angales, Mew York, Poris and she is now o gradueaie of
e Watlam Audirabh A f!ll:'|-e'.'!"l"::|" af F’l’!rfl:'tlll'l'll""::r AT,

For Erned, Theds O 50 many aspeck 1o aclng 1ol sne angoys. She lovies Ba g
abtdle 10 bell slonaes and =, expionng ciftedent parts of yoursell 1o hnd the charag-
tar...” and "..-"-E"i"g able o shoe 1hal choroctar s FOLr Y willh an cuchence,
.Av.'_'ur:-:.; n MO an Ovenod whens ihe hos Besn abBle 1o explods human Bahavior
anel e useal a4 O larm of e ition,

WRES NS an, GNd 1S Sonsian] ana 'J_-."tg-: Gl surmcurnl ng i, i @var-srdasent in
Ihe Bla of an aCior, e Doalive expenincas thal COome Qiong m a Coarear maka
il wouth il A recen! role & o perfect exaomplde of this lor Emma. Though the
Iy old i o relolive newcomer 1o The indusing, har thaalne debul in Meal-
Bourme 1 yeor (o poit & Tha play, "Pomogiaphy” Dy Jiman slevens ot Ihe Malt-
housa) might just ba =, the besl role | will ever gel fo play... | gbsolutely loved my
choracter and anjoved every minule on slage,.."

Even ihough she has met o plethora of inferesling and crealive individuals in hear
canaar 50 1ar, i is The deacion thal hold o special place in Emma’s heard. Dirgc-
1ors such 8 Daved Myles, Craeg ol and Amanda Worming on-Brawng =, who
have given me greal roles fo ploy and hove fnusled me with the matenal,

Thiir pasiion and invesiment in Thes work i buly |"-':1:::|".g bE i,

The young Ausiralion aclrass still has o ways 10 go 1o build up o sizoble porifolio
Bul Emma has Grasay MEdmed Some vary mmporiant Basens THhal sfarnd P [14]
Good dleadh in endunng Nl only  uccesdivl Comeer, bul alid O hoppy, wel-Dal-
anced §e beyondil. Being able to nol fake cne’s sell 100 seriously is of vital im-
parlonce and “..you olsd howe 1o ba confident, couragacus. humble, paliani,
moireoied, proos g, determmmed, featan! ond locwsad,..” “l ave i eoemed
that you must clso live your life._ . aclors need 1o be able to drow from pesonol
axpaioncs and the mong wall counded you ore G O pecson, the deaper The
wll for you 1o droe [rgm for 1he Choraciers wou wall 2ians,,. 1 Bampaciant 1o e
olher inferesis ouiside of Ihe ‘business’ " Aand for Emmo, “other inferesls’ in-
clude naarty being “...quallied ot o profassional dag raingnBehavidur congul-
tant [$ledying ol the momant) | lbve anmmals,,,”

Emma Cheliey Bames already postessas the jolenl, dive, olfifvde and work
@lhic guaigmiaad Lor her continued Wwooeis and odded 1o 1hal, a bamsy that's
stood by her from the beginning - = Thay diove mea around to all my chosses. re-
AEQrecs. worssnoaps, Concans 0% O 0d and 1o avary snow | Rave Qone 30 IRans
£ that guys! Chean!™ There neally 5 noehene (or this young lody 1o go Bul up!
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AACTA AWARDS

The #Meloo and #Time'sUp movement hove swapl the world and undoubledly gained
ANl in vadous dwand cansmonies all aver th werdd, The AACTA owards wens ng
excepfion o fhis rule, Despite the somber olmosphere surounding the screen indusiny.
{he show must go on,

The AACTA owords wene 3pil into two parts ihe AACTA Industry Luncheon was the pre-
cursor event lo the Red Corpel ceremony, which was on the éth December, heid ot the
sturitdrigy Sl Evant Canlrg,

Highights of fhe Luncheon includes: Csamah Somi's Al Wedding which won Best Onfgingl
Scresdnpiay, RAAKACKA, & show crnalad By YouTube sentdlions, Danny Philpoou and
Micheal Philipou, won the oniing viewing owand and Lion, scooping up the majority of ihe
nomingled cotegodes including: Best Cinematogrophy. Besl Edlling. Besl Sound, Best
Cxigingl Music Scon, Best Costurme Datign and Best Production Design,

Fost forwrord 1o the 2k December; The StorCentral fegm hod set up comp of 1230 pm on
1 ot of e vy and of ha macta Manch. in an hour oF 5o, e $100% Sanms rissling Sown
ihe crimson corpe! af the Sor Event canter.

Papdndrs Gooupiad Ihamsahvas in the congaslad huby of 3poce, BolEng aoch olhar fof
fhe best spol fo get thesr money shots for ther respeched medio cutlets. Inon hour ond o
hotl, the StorCentnol feom wos Deing produciive ond chasing up the stars. Ibwas definilely
o Than ancugh of & Soy's work fofus,

The word of the night was LIOH. Athough, by then il wos o predicloble win bul dghifully
0. I was andchad with raw amalion and Compaling ndamdlivé of an Indean-Austnalion,
Soroo who wed Google mops 1o Irock down his Biologicol mather, The film won Best Sup-
paorting Aclor, Best Supporting Actrass, Basl Rim, 8est Direclion and Besl Actor. elc,

Hotoble television wing are Top of the Lake: Chena won lour AACTA owords inchueding best
televidon sedes ond Best Gues! oppeorance. which is Nicole Kidman's second AACTA
trwand after being awanded for Best Supporting Acties in Lion,

Hugo Wedaving won the best oclorin a lead pedomance for lhe Saven Types of Ambigut-
by, wifaer Erfemia Booth won Bast ledd acidss for Hopnds of Lowe. The Ingilbader crwdeid
which ocknowladges on octorfockes’ ocling succeses that poved the path for aipiring
young aclors ond aclress wenl 1o Smon Boker,

Anoiher first wos infroguce af the oword ceremony, the inougunal Best Asio fim crword, i
is the Acodemy's altempl Io furher ocknowledge Ausiralia's Asia-Pocific counlemparsin
fim ey Ihe name of dvarsity. ThS award wios won By India™s Dongal, & Biogrophical sparts
drama woman wanfing fo compele for Gold af the Commomaealih Gomes.

Oiher highlights of ha night, includes an awlwond off-colored Bonter batwaen the
charming Osomoh $omi and o clueless Sophie Monk about diversily, an irorsc anecdote
Russall Crowe allempled fo leach the audience oboul sensifivity and the humowous
Philip Moyoe's speech whan he graciously receivad the Langfond Lyal award,

Cine foke you might want 1o take amangst the midst of a bleck zeifgetst come from Philip
Moy a "Wal o Dwdd old Aggia, Albla, and Ddvid Parmy, Back i 19488 whan s 18, that
onyone could make o movie, | con assune you with foday's lechnology: ifs easer thon it's
ever baen ond it's easkr throwgh the infemeal to find an cudience, o yvou need fodoy &
on iPhone and idea ond cowage.”

Andl, wilh those wise words thiust upon the young generalion of fimmakers by on Austro-
Baars Ml lesgpenndd, it i sefer o oy that there B clwys o sitver ning of courage and hope in
every grey cloud, even fhough if it's obout fo rain down on o porade.

The #*Meloo and #Time'sUp movement
have swept the world and undoubtedly
gained momentum in various award cere-

monies all over the world. The AACTA

awards were no exception to this rule.
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ATOMIC BLONDE

MOVIE REVIEW

Anyons can be o bod o, daein’ molter how old you ang, what nationality yow ang of what
age you are, Liom Neeson proved in "Token”™ thal actors you doen't expect can lake on roles
you wauld never have believed ond kEick ass forms of ass in il. Chadize Theron has been physi-
cally and manially proparing for This role gver since her work on “Maod Max: Fury RBood, " and it
shows, There's been a compeling need for shrong lemale hercesfass kickers in Hollywood lately
[wall, lorever aclually]. Thanks fo the success of wildly successiul comic baok adoplalions like
“Wonded Waman,” it's made things cader for ofhar acireises 1o kick owl the glos celings ond
create their own iconic heroes and choraclers 1o be recognized. “Alomic Blonde” & one of
those characters, Iheugh haro mighl be a strong cholca of ward.

=Atomic Blonde™ lokes ploce duing ihe fall of Ihe Berltn woll, Mié Agent Loaaine Broughlon
[Charlize Tharon) is sent nto Bedin fo meel with confact John Percival [Jomeas McAvoy) fo
recover O pRcaless il Fom whoever and whal@ver Comes Quaning har way and 1o Bhng il
bock at oll costs, This list contoins the idenfities of every undercover agenl working oround the
winld and could prove decdly if deliverad or sold info the wrong honds. Lorraine must punch,
kick, fight and shoot her way Ihroegh endioss hordes of uihles killes of guanng [oF hor heod,

Charize Tharon truly feals al home in ihis rele. Sha's slone cold serous, a wicked fighier and her
fight scanes wilh countloss Thugs org no! only iImpresaee, thar mlentaly gty and realsc,
Many (Ems ke “The Bourne Identily™ or the "Transporer® fims rely on over the lop, ouliondish
fight scenes thal make the hero ook ke an indéstruciible mardial arfs machina. “Alomic
Blonchy™ faels githics, loss shylish and mon: authantic with ils Brutality, Thene's an exlansive fight
sequence in a stairwell that reaches o point where Theron and the thug she's lighting hove to
aciually stop and ralox for a minuie becawss they re $0 axhousied from fighling.

The colchy soundinack will keep ihe movie and Ihe beal grooving from starl 1o finish, it°s one
af the bast scundirocks I've heard fo o fitm fhis year. James McAvoy provas he is o freasure
and a delight in any lilm he's in. My only beel with his padommance is thal we don'l get
enough of il s | love everylhing he says in every scene he's in, Theron does well as Lomaing,
She providas ample oamount of intensify to the rola; litling into it seamlasshy well. I'm owore
this slory i3 boted off a graphic ndvel; howeedn il he pont was 1o make this appear
lounching wehicle for more “adventures” with this character in fulure stories, she doesn’t
really make Ihe characher THAT Bkable. Yery e 5 explaingd aboul her or her post and we
don't sea anough of O penonally 1o kndw i wi'nd suppdsad 10 Card of Nt On whelfer we
sea more of Lorrgine Broughton in fulure films,

Far a lough as noils spy movie, the plol corlamnly leowves somathing 1o be desired, Tha slony
is paper-thin, too much effort goes into foo many Iwists at the end o moke o dillerence,
and eveniually, only the action sceneés hold any lingering speck of your interast. This plol
has Been uied in almos! EVERY OTHER $py mMovid, $0 much $000 jus! feels ke o cop-oul plal
device everyone copies ond pastas to their spy story becouse no one can cough up
anything belter. and avan if this story come direcily from thé graphic novel. thal siill
doain’t maka it any LS unofgindgl, | am by nd means saying hal Therdn i Bod al whal she
doas in ihis film: 1 am saying that the reason why she is dolng whot she does in this film s
flimsy and poorly replicated.

Owveroll, “Atomic Blonde™ s average al best, The realistic. uitra-bod ass light scenes and the
bouncing scundirack ara aasily the anly things réally warth coming o seé hare. The message
and figure représented here arg Bath very good ones and much needed in our lime of riging
femate stars ond superheroes, but much ke the lemale "Ghoslbusters” movie, Bhis fsn'l
axactly the right way o go about deing it. Theron and McaAvoy rack the house bul with a plol
this thin and this run of the mill, theoe™s not much keoping this movie feesh in your minds, 17 g
fun fide bul only if you're looking for o cheop one with o small price tag because this really
wasn't warlh on expensive renfal fee.

e WHERE TO WATCH: AMAZON | RATING: 2/5 STARS

Ediforial credit; Tinsetiown f Shulterstock.com




THE HITMAN'S BODYGUARD

e

Editodal cradit: Tinseltown / Shullersiock.com

MOVIE REVIEW

Movie genres can be as ficke as fashion rends. One day this con be hot and on everyone's
mands and lips, the next: i° be gone and buried 5o deep Thal no one will ever dig il up ogoin,
Weastermns hove died cut [ihankluly). and up unlil the reviaw in guestion, anothar movie rope)-
ganre that had ol bul vanished was the buddy comedy movie genng. Slapping hwo actors who
don't seem Bee they"d moke o good it and hoping movie magic shitkes. Sometimes if works like
Jockie Chon and Chris Tuckar [The Rush Hour tnlogy). and olher imes it ends up as a colossal
rmisling thal foils 1o spork such as Eddie Murphy and Owen Wilson || Spy). In the cose of “The
Hitran's Bodyguard”, the buddy comedy foeamuba is Dack in full B roted force,

Altar sullering o mossive loss of credibility as the woeld's best bedyguard, Michael Bryce [Ryan
Reynodds) i roped into a high profile protection cose by his ex-guildend (Elodie Yung). Brece
has to keep o hilman [Somual L, Jockson), who has ied to kil him o number of times, olive to
festily agoinst a Rustion dictator [Gary Oldman) and stap him frem going free and reluming to
power, Mow the world's best bodyguard ond hitmaon are stuck fogather. Irying to avoid getting
killed by every marcenary hunting them down, and fndng nol 1o kil eoch olher long encugh to
make it to court on time.

Buddy comedy lims rely siricily on the simple element of hoving two aclors phis eoch aother ofl
1o tha point they wanl 1o kEll each othed, only 1o end up having them creale o surprisingly
unbieokable leom: sorl of ke a mesed up vesion of o sorewball comedy film, While the tesh-
fying wilness angle & nothing new (14 Blocks, The Cheni], yvou don't leal the weight of lhe
banality of the plot as long as Jackson and RBeynolds ore bolh on screen fegether. Thess guys
are a moulhy poir and they, work pedectly fegeiher by being onimperfect duo. Jockson and
Reynolds are both mouwthy stars, eguipped wilh so many one Bners and smarl ass wiseorocks:
one has lo woander if the pairimprovised hatl thair orgumaents just 1o see who coukd oul-mouth
ihe other, They're both too funny for their own good,

The pair plays off each olher well. eoch one having o hang up thal justifies thair chosan pro-
fessions, and more importanily. their choices they've modea in heir relationships. | ke he
idea of love being this sirgnge, stresstul link thol brings them both togethar wilh their bocksio-
rigs. Elodie Yung pulls owt o much belfer (ond more ikable] performance han har lurm as
Elekira in Metlix's “Doredevl” sedes, and Salma Hoyek ploying Jockson's psycho-prisones
wile wos on even more hilorious addition to an olreody salishying kill crozy comedy.

Despite the viclence ond bloody body count. This movie thanklully goes mone fowards
comedy than a dork comedy, These guys animosily lowards each cther never gels boring of
foals like it*s galling repelilive. and the aoclion Eeeps ascaloling things to naw haights with
each new sequence, Thare's a porlicutor boot chose scene involving mulliple pursuers, cars,
and gunliee that stand oyl g5 the best sequance in the anfire liim, Tha plol inveiving o leak in
Imferpol and lying evanything together isn®t bod per say it's just not as angoaging. Anothor
wnforiunale disappoiniment is The lock of proper use of 1he likes of Gary Cldman and Solma
Hoyek. Gory Oldman feels ike o wasted resource here; playing a loned down, lass inleresting
warsion of his charociar from “Alr Force One.” Hoyek gives o wickedly funny take on this film:
i1 just her lack of screen time fell almost criminal, Though | guess it only mode nalurol sense
fhat the wiiters and director nailed down the chemistry belween Jackson and Reynolds o3
fhelr fop priority.

Cwerall. “The Hilman's Bodyguard”™ doesn’t dig up any nes territory hare but it sure os Hell is
fun and il's clear Joackson and Reynalds are having the fime of thelr Bves making this movie
a3 fun o wolch os it probably wos working together, The dialog and foulmouthed, bickering
bonter are whal sells this film and make you nol o5 wored aboul any other negalives to
nil-pick over. Granted, some con'l be ignored and neither should the Bkes of Gary Oldman
and Salma Hoyek. The aclion, the comedy, the chemistry, it*s all here, and if all wordks: ii*s not
aonng break thae bonk o your funny bone, bul it will certainly give both quite a few splits Thal
were wall worth it in This reviewear's opinion.

WHERE TO WATCH: NETFLIX | RATING: 4/5 STARS




GLASS

Edilodal credii: Feolurallash Photo Agency [ Shultersiock.com

MOVIE REVIEW

Back in 2000, M. Might Shyamaton released o ffle-known film called “Unbreakable” stiaring
Bruce Wik ond Samuel L. Jockson: dealing with o reaislicolly grounded porfrayal of
supar-powered people. Tha! Fim waos quickly overshodoweaed by his previcus fiim “The &k
Servea” and his lollowing one “Jigns.” afler o sades of bombs. Shyomalkan becamea an unfunny
joke no one wanted any port of anymore. That all changed in 2014 when Shyomalan got
bock in Ihe public's good groces wilth Jomes MoAvoy in “Split" AND revealed thal (ol the
wary and) =3pht” s o sequelfconnecting fifm fo fhe same universe astablished in 2000
“Unbreokable,”

2 yeors later and the final culminating Film in Ihis surgrisingly conneciad universe comes oul
in the lorm of “"Glaws,” Wilh Eevin Wendell Crumib and his multiple identities still on the loose
abducling women [James McaAvoy], sell-appointed hero David Dunn [Bruce Willis) plans to
stop him bafore ony more lives are losl. Unforiunalely. both end up gelling caught ond faken
1o a special mental health facility olong with previously incorcerated villain mostermind Eljah
Pricefdr, Gloss (Somuel L, tocksen) 19 have thee “superhere condilions” cured by Dr. Elie
Staple (Sarah Powlson). Now guastioning their superhumon abilities. Daovid and Revin struggle
o find out who they really are while Mr. Glass forms o plan thal will change everyone's lives.,

This is 1he first fime that | con prowdly say thal we have o Shyamalan film WITHOUT any of the
weird, owkwardly annoying Shyamalan trodemarks that hove crippled the lost hondful of
fitms he hos dogracelully dvacled, "Gloss™ feels ke the tua slory topper on o coke thal hos
baan buill over the poast 20 years, and il anylhing. age has actually improved the guality of
the slory right when we needed it lo, The characherns from “5pil™ and “Unbreakable™ tie por-
lectly togeather in this namative, Evaryone's mojor evenls, family backsiodes and relolives/-
friends are brought fogethar. making every character and component feal Bke o necessary
part to a much bigger puzzle AND I allows Those unfamiliar with the past films 1o cateh o con-
dansed recap,

People often soy Chistopher Nolon's "Doark Eright Trlagy™ is the most grounded piece of super-
haro filom weork bt | 5oy "Gloss™ i formore grounded and successiul in moking you believe such
powariul ligunes could exist in our world withou! it feading or coming off os too fantasficol. The
wir of a paychiatic hospital specificoly designed o handle each character allowed for some
amazng in-depith character growlhs; breaking down evenyona's wolls, poins, pasls and bellels
and fercing tham o ook af their own reality and whal they are really copabde of doing. The
wie of sdefsupporting choraclers lvom pas! lilms mainfoined o sense of fomiBal connections,

James MoAvoy is just os incradibly ialaniod here s b wos in “5plit.™ While he has 10 share The
spolight meoe, and thus: don’l get to show off all his chameleon chonges info mulliple person-
alifies, he mokes KEevin/The Beast more humon aond physically invoived than aver before, Par-
sonally, | lall Broce Willis wos o Bl more walared down [pen infernded] than in “Unbreakablia™
bul | cdored seeing him foce to face with Jockson agoin and seeing his physical feats of the
and against MoAvoy was @ le daelighl, Jockson fuly stola the show this lima, igurotively and
lleraly. He sallles back inlo his 20-year-old characher ike no fime has poassed of gll. He doesn't
evien speak for the fiest hour of the lilm: stoding omincusly from his choir and making everyone
im and culside of the movie wonder aboul his frue molivas,

Oweroll, "Glass™ is the perfect finale for Shyomalan's 1o of modem superheno Gilms: managing
fonigsy aond really in a woay thal neither “Unbreakalbie™ or “Spit” could do on their own o
logether. Bringing logethar ol the cdginal aclors for their characters expanded the story ond
fied everylhing logether in o beaulifully ond compeling way. While Wilis wos averoge o
opposed o greal, there were no reql disoppointing performances here with McAvoy and
Jackson leoading the porada. | finally have to lip my hol to Shyamalban for breaking his cycle
and creating one of his obsolute best and well pul tegether films to dole and hene's Roping
maie oig on Bhe way,

WHERE TO WATCH: HULU | RATING: 3/5 STARS




BUMBLEBEE

Editorial credit; Tinseltown / Shutlersiock.com

MOVIE REVIEW

As a long time “Trandleamerns” fan, even | had fo walk out of the thoater with my head dawn in
shame aller the disashrous “The Last Knighl” premiered, So many pecple hod carglassty bashad
fha franchisa as a whole and fhis was the final univarsally acceplted bomb that seemead o
vapofze the fronchise's luture once ond forall. All signs seem 1o paint 1owords reboot junclion;
fha onby thing lell on lhe saote before “Tronslodmen™ wenl to the shab wos g Bllle pre-
quelfspinoll about everyona's favorile TF chovaclar. “Bumblebes” Direcled by Trawis
McEnight [Kubo and the 2 shings], this was the ol *Tronslomens™ film 1o nol be dEected by
Michael Boy and oudiences fest chance o see whal o lresh take on o worn oul old franchise
can do.

Selin 1987, Bumblebee survives escoping from his war-ravaged planet 1o Earth and hidesin a
Junkyard unfil he s discoverad by o budding 18 year nomad Chorlie (Hailles Stanfigld] who
deckdes 10 balnend him and profec! him while on Eodh. However. two Decoplicon wWarmons
calted Shaller ond Dropkick [Angelo Bassel and Jushin Theroux] conlact Earih's mililary speor-
headed by Agent Bumns [John Cena) who idenfity Bumbiabes os an anamy spy. Mow tho
Decepliicons and Borih’s afmy ang keoking and hunfing Bumblebee and Chor@e must ey and
keep her new fnand sale wilhou! her

jcaling the bleckbustor explodion-las! “Tronsforman™ was known lof was fhe wises! and most
elfective way to gel ths robol seres back off ils rusly feel, Long forgotten was the hear! and
amolional connaclion astoblished with Shia Lebouf in the first “Transformens™ movig. “Bumble-
bea™ is o stronge. beautilul mix of nostalgio and modermism thal manages to coplure the o
gotten essence the chginal seres began with, as well o3 brought back the original designs and
characters siraight owl of the B0's carloon. The uwse of the 80's setling ofows lor some iconic
music and backgrounds thal perlecily B the foel ond personably of Hailee Stanfield’s charoc-
ter gnd her firsl meeting wilh Bumblebee, 11's Bke new ble & being ealhed inlo a lronchise®s
fulwre through a preguel.

stanfield 5 o sweel, Bkable ond endeating character who touches oll the rghl feels wilhoul
fealing oo soppy o Comy. Bumblebes gals planty of lime to shine along with the villgins dus
o the 5ol number of oclual robols feoiured [onother walcomed change), Thane's s1ill oclion.
still robots bealing the crop oul of each other bul it feel nolural with the story's Nlow and
doasn't go ovarkill with ihe explosions. | was pleasanily surprisad at John Cena’s axcellent per-
formonce of Agent Bumns: he seally nailed the character and i proving his aching chops
impressively hare. | only wish Jorge Lendebong Jr. as Mema could have nol only perffermed a
bit lass woodanly bul wos also used mone alfectively, He just didn't seam ke he was being
wied af well s he could howe baan,

Bul cddly encugh, ane of the film®s best sequancas was the cpaning ane depicting the wor on
Cybertron thal hos been dscussed ihroughou! The franchise many firmes bul only briefly soon.
We sea a beoulifuly shot, onimaled and designed war sequence that caplures the characiers
in ftheir ceginagl forms and glony and skl moainiaéns the hard edge intansity of the combat
witheu! the ardmated oppearances looking ly of out of place. There hod Been falks befone
of a fiim locusing on Cyberfron and the war in animated form ond olter seeing jusl o taste of
whal fhal could look ke in the opaning. | would love 1o sae thot ideo explored even further.
The only downside with “Bumbleboa” is thal o5 o peequal. it hos Bmiled oplions for conlinuing
filimns,

Ovaral, “Bumblebea™ B aodly the bast film in the “Tronsfarmens™ seros. This s O resh start wilh
an ald classic vibe that beaylitully embodies all thal is good wilh the lranchise and leaves oul
iha bod with expert slonyleling, haart, amofion and just engugh aclion 1o keap the fires on this
sefes it just o bit longer. | fee! “Bumbdebee™ is an indicotion of how great this seres can be
again and the director and appreach chesen blended togeiner perecily in a way thal | con
sed morg coming from this point of refarence. Wea'l sea what the fufure holds.

WHERE TO WATCH: AMAZON | RATING: 4/5 STARS
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MOVIE REVIEW

Al the very Baginning of this Rm, there's aninfraduciony piece whaere lamous aclos and direc-
toes ke Kevin Smilh and JJ Abrams ofe interiewed about their houghts and feeings obout the
Impoct Tommy Wiseouw's movie “The Boom™ has hod on Them, Comedic acior Adom Scotl com-
menfed thatl more people remamber “The Room” thon whatever films were nominaled and
woan O 1he [50 areadnds shone, and ha's :‘igh!. “Tha Room”™ wall be dacuised fof decades 1o Coma
because of how ballingly bod il s, and ihonks to the bizare bocksiory bahind the liim and the
man behind il we have an unexpaciadly briliant comeadic blopic thal will intfroduce a whole
aew gencration of moviegoens 1o wha! kind of man would make a movie ke “The Room,”

“Dasasier Ardist” 5 o cinemalic odaplalion of the book of the sama nome, wiillan by aclor and
reakife bast iend of Tommy Wiseau! Greg Sestero, Played by Jomes Franco and Dave Fronco
respectivaly, the two wonna-be aclors shike up o sfrange endship and move (o Los Angalas
an o whim 1o ulfil their Hallywood dreams. Tommy puls tegethar o movie all his own and sharis
filming il; despite kit eccentic bahaviows and complaints lrom hit craw, The resul is O movie
ihat no ona will forgal and everyone will rtemamber. bul for all the wiong reasons,

| had the vnexpected “pleaswe” of seeing “The Room,” Ihough thonklully i wos with o “Rifffrax™
commantary irack, which mode the movie infinliely more loleroble. Maoking o movie aoboul a
craalure as disturbingly birarme as Tommy Wiseouw doasn'l sound Fe it'd be Oscar awand malerd-
al,, ot b turag oul, | aclually i, James: Fronco drecls ond o ot Tommy Wisodou, ond winilg
many wiile Franco off os o cne note-fowl moulhed comedic aclor who just does Juedd Apalow
and Jaih Rogen movias, Ihis film is living prooal thol ha is far more folented ond dedicoled fo his
crofl than people ieakze,

Many limes hreughowt the film, | forgot Thal Franco was acling os Wieoauw becouse he looked,
sounded, oven wolked oxacily Bke the real Tommy Wiseou, He ruly ditoppears infd this roby and
manoges o coplwe every abnomal, exgaggeraled ine and monnersm Wheou disployed
fhroughoul his fitm. This is o rore breed of film animal 1hal manages o provide accurala,
aulhentic delail aboul o real person's actual Ble AND make il feel Bke i°s 0 genuine comedy
movie. | feel ke ihis movia explains so many confusing scenes and elements of “The Room.® Like
whean Wiseouw keeps lowghing of aninappropriaie story and i repeatedly teld it's not somathing
his character should be loughing of, but he does it omywoy ond the crow ust keeps the shol o
is becausa lhey knew he's not goiing io stop doing .

v seen Dove Fronco many times before 1his fitrm and | onginally lall he wos just some moder
atety funny actor who only mode il because of his brother's success. | was hoppy o be proven
wigng as Dave Franco really steps up his game here. His nalve enthusiosm and passion lor 1he
Hollywood life feel infectiously real, The Inesiration over his iend’s damaging decisions comes
off as powerfully poinful io lhe gudience as il does lo Greg. There's abo o surpdising assorment
of fine actors discralely worked in here, ke Josh Hulcherson, Toc Efron, Sath Rogen and Paul
shoer 1o namae o few, The el focus never falls off o Wiseouw of his relahonship with Greg, they e
abways the story we were meant o follow in this movie.

The anty problem ihis fim poteniialy bas il 18 mited availabaly of intarest 1o others, Feopie who
hove mol sean “The Room®™ or even heard the nome Tommy Wiseou will most Bkely nol under-
stand fhe appeal or dasire fo saa a filmoboul his ife. s nol like Anthony Hopking in “Hilchoock™
where the diector is aveody legendary: ai i his works, and seeing o movie about his Ble could
aasily snalch people’s oltentign. It's o shame too becgusae Tommy Wiseou, “The Boom®™ lisell
and il*s strange jourmey o B movie succass is ane of The most lascinaling stodeas o come oul of
Holhyrwood in many yeans, It doesn'l make sendd why ihis filrm i such o surprise hil, of why Fronco
would want to direct ond star as the man who made cne of 1he wosl movies ever mode,

Be thal of if may, "Disosber AT B balionty cralled, exsorly dvcected and inspiningly
well-ocled lo the point Franco fruly disoppedars info his role and becomes near unrecognizable.
I abways Think movie award shows ore a pralentious, axhaustingly lorge waste of time and are
aoncially figged 20% of 1he time anywey, Bul il 1here ever wos o movie of an ocher who Achly
desernvad ihose highly coveled awards; Franco and “The Disaster Addisl™ are the ones.

WHERE TO WATCH:; METFLIX | RATING: 3/5 STARS
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MOVIE REVIEW

S0, il"s linally hare: DC's answer 1o Morvel's *Avengess.” Bver since DC's univarsa lounched off its
shoky foundation wilh il2 mediocre “kan of Steel” they've been scrombling o catch up wilh
rorvel and loyout their own epc orossover specltacular thal (they hope) would create the some
kind of box offica record-breaking resulls that Marvel's leom up produced. Alter five films and a
dumpster fire of 0 success rale, we inally hove “Jushice Leogue,” Iwon't deny my flog fes pretty
high Tor Morvel These doys. ol conlrary 1o my scalhing incEnation, | don® woanl DC 1o ol I'd
have nuathing mane Thon to see a high quality, ok oss Justice Leogue movie and (he Bast varsons
of heroes ke Batmaon, Flosh and Wonder Woman...'m st nof suee this i i1,

Ficking up dight alter “Baiman V. Superman,” the world i still realing from the death of Superman
(Henry Conill]; inchuding Balmon (Ben AMfleck] ond Wonder Womoan (Gol Godot), When a
demonic being known as Sleppenwoll [Clordn Hinds) invodes Eordh fooking for a o of
doomsdoy woeoapons 1o kick slarl the opocalypse, the two heroes mus! asemble o leam of
super-powered loners fo fight o3 one. With the help of Aquamaon [Joson Momoa), The Flosh [Exa
Mikar) and Cyiborg (Ray Fsher), Bolman aond Waonder Woman mus! lead g leom of newwly formead
hegas against an unsioppoble force and save humanity rom folal annibdalion.

You know, There was ameason Mardel gove solo films toils heroes, becouse if you don'l; you get
ihis choke-dnducing: oversiuffed pizza thal locks any bite, flavor of purpose...in offer wonds
=Justice Leogue.” Were bum nished (hree mogod superhero playens in ane go: reducing any chor-
acter or personolly developmeant to oimost nothing, Most of these charocterns dialog conssls of
an axposition, ke reading a charoctar's bockstory off the box of their aclion igure Ihan leling
us who Cyborg or Aquaman is and why we'te supposed to care aboul them, White The Flash's
role ks poinfully clorfied to be Ihe comedic relal, it*s counterproductive whan the jokes flial oul
suck. Ema miller phays Fiash as o wide-eyed, bumbing leenager who has no idea whal he's
doing. We hoor olhers speak of Flosh's inleligence. bl based on his unfunny jokes and
wide-gyed pedormaoance, ha's a biotontly piss poor copy of Spider-mon from “Homecoming,”™

Ray Fisher is so slone-cold senows and boding: he's a conlender for bigges! brooder next 1o Sod
Alfleck's Balman., Alfleck talks as il ha's on Joloft most of the time, Gal Goadot has her best but is
clearly restrained by waak diclog and Momoa acls like a water-bound biker “Bro.” Tha acling is
a fravesty ihal evervone has been sucked into, Amy Adams, LK, Simmons, Jeremy bons ond 5o
many lalented octos get redueced 1o non-axstent redas. IH's no wonder avenyone phoned it inas
ihey knew fheir characters weren't wiiltlen meaningfully to warmani any effod. The climax is an
assaull of disgustingly bod CGI, Is ke a fidal wove of bad green screen effects. Everylhing looks
loke and cheoply pul together, same goes lor Cyborg's tenible body designs ond the mos! for-
gattoble vilain since Wondar Woman®s Ares,

Steppamwoll looks ke o dsgruntied piece of cloy Ihal wos hall-assedly sculpted inte humansid
form. His diolog. molfvalions. personalty, avanything is alrociousty bod. The minuie he's not
arscreen. you forgel hie's 1he big bod in this film or that he even showed up al all. Many Critics
hove ignoronlly blosled Morvel movies lor claiming they produce lackiuster villoing, Even The
mosl poody received Marvel movie hos produced villaing beller than “Justice Laagua™ has.
Weorst of oll this dogsn®t feel ke 1his was o leam up worth wailing for, We barely know or ke
those chargclers, and i1*s hard 1o do thot when thay lock the most cgcial slemeant for o leom
AND for a team-up movie: chamising. None of these heroas hos one scrap of chamishy among
ihermnl

They make painfully uniunny jokes: fease hollowed oul affempls ol developmeni of romance
and expects the mognitude of this leam up of superherees to impress you enough thal you don't
pay attenticn 1o o of the owlul mistakes this movie hoas mode, The Iking &, this & these are the
same misiakes thol DC has bean making since the beginning. *Juslice Leagua™ is anly a sighily
moie tolerable DO movie and thal's not what we should be seeing at this junciune, This shoukd be
Ihe home run that mokes everyone's teomwork ond effort feel relevant, and unsurpsngty; ii's
nol. OC's cinemalic vnivarse is o deod horse, and they need o stop bealing il. To guale an
infiniiehy supetior DC movie [Balman Begins) with o for belter Bolman (Chistion Bole]: Please go.
stop smikng. Is not o joke. Please leove, The parly's over. Gel out,

WHERE TO WATCH: NETFLIX | RATING: 3/5 STARS
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TV REVIEW

Whan the second season of Nellix's “Doredavil® seras premierad. il inlfraduced o stondoul
new chorocler thal quickly coptured poople’s altention and interest right off 1he bal; Fronk
Castle aka The Punisher, The choracter has baen pooddy represented in 3 different films over the
yaan. 50 much 5o thol the choracier's dghis inevilably wen! bock o Marvel Sludics 5o hey
con prapeiy Bring 1he charcher 1o Ble: olbeil an Ihe small screen Ihis firme, Thit new loke on
Thie Punisher was so0 well received, the choaracler gol his own spdnoll serdes ond thol is the
varsion of “The Punishar™ Il ba looking deaper into with today's ravigw,

Aller the evenis of “Doredevil® 3agson 2, The Punisher, an ex-morine lumnaed gun toling vigilanie
[Jon Bamihal): is believed to be dead ond is free 1o relum 1o o quiatarn, mone misarable lile alfer
fimishing off the (031 of the poople responsitde for murdenng his family, Howevor, alfter baing dis-
coverad by o mysierious hocker genius known as Microchip (Ebon Moss-Boachrach), he finds
oul nel evaryone beliaves he is deod. A sfrange conspiracy is comupling the U.S. mililaory ond
leading Frank fo new clues aond new foes regarding the mystery Dehind his family’s Boulal
murder, Mow he must become the Punisher once more and punish ihose who pray on the
inngcant.

When i fist heord aboul this seres. | was really infrigued o see where they would go with 1his
charactern aipecially considedng his brulal mathoads are perdec! for Melflix's dorker foke on
ihaie comc BOOk characters, Unforlunalely, tThote expachng 1O s80 s0me qually $hoo! “om
up violance will e soraly mistaken, as will those expecting lo see the vigilanie known as “The
Punisher." The show's primary problem B ingscopably difficull o deal with. Since Castle Thinks
everyane who kied his lomily 5 deoad, he prelly much gives up being The Penisher and doasn't
start acling like his "vigiante sell® wntil towards ihe very end of the seres. instead of sesing
character iconic sheol ouls and blood scaked vengeancs, we sae an wninlarasiing miklary
conspiracy mystery and Jon Bermihal reliving The same boring Nashbacks and reulings episode
after episode.

There's much hrne spent Duldmg on hd Consperacy, planlmg all thase obvious leods ond clups
and characters ihat clegdy point lo something bigger loking ploce..its jusl not thal big or
as inlarasling as the story mokes il seam. I1's Bke we caught up o fhe Punisher affer he's
redired and pul his vielen! ways behind him, $o ke the wors! possible lime you could star
new sares on a characher. Thare are some violent places here and there bul i1°s few and far
betwean. Bamthal still makes fhe characien a rele 1o be reckonad with, swilching from dark,
to dramalic o hearlfell when need be: he's a perdect il for the role, Ebon Moss-Bachrach i
a greal addilion os Micro. His scenes wilh Bernlhal were some of my lovorile momenis and
fhair involvemeant was abouwl the only enjoyable par 1o the conspiracy plat.

Mony people were concemead thal the increasing number of violani shoolings in the UA.
would affect the release of This saias due o s heavy use of gun viclence. The saries relecie
dote woi deloyed ond 1he creaton soid no poar of the contanl wag choanged o4 O resull,
ihough il you hod told me some of the conlant WAS change: | could sea how they could say
ihat alter seeing the sares. “The Punished B kncwn (o his exirema infarogalion lechriquas
and constan! ute of deoadly force. His “take no prisonars”™ attilude is the irademarnk trait of the
characier. bul il just doesn®l leel like ihot part cared over properly. This fesels ke o cop
drama you'd find on NBC of TNT thal just hoppens 16 hawe a vigilanie who al 1he very END of
the season luims inlo (he Punisher,

Ovearall, “The Punishar® may nel be as bad as “leen Fist™ (il"s worst raviewad sarias), bul it defi-
milely makes i hard ael 1o Be seen in an equally negative Bghl, Beonthal is o greal il fos the
rale ond 1| wouldn*t wanl anyone alse fo play him, but | DO wish everyone else involved on
ihis saries would have culiourced o somaana beller af axeculing proper drama, sforyleliing.
and most importantly; accuwacy b the characion, Evan the pooily recaived movies includaod
some wocky, absurd characters and weapons Ihol exist in lhe Punisher vniverse. This Melbilix
serias is oo realistic in the worst way possible, and swaps aul the characler's gun unning
mathods for o lockluster conspiracy plol that fools ond roods o broken and poory i the
fitular characier.

WHERE TO WATCH:; METFLIX | RATING: 3/5 STARS
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MOVIE REVIEW

Al b core. Wondar Warman hos always represented 5o much of the feminist beliels aght from
fha lime when her stores wene liesily heard, Creclad in 1941, Wilkam Moullon Marston por-
frayed her as o kbndhaeorted but audociow supaerhers who offers whal no other person can
give. She i basicolly presented os an imaginalive power that lavours The obsolule desings of
most women,

In comic adaplations. woman can ba 5o self-astumed, luany. and aven teugh. Yot they rarely
made any sgnilicon! siides orchestraling their own desting, In tha film indusiry as g whola,
hardly ever has there baen any room for the fanlosies of women in such a woy as This, Daspito
the saeming dificully of cccommodating female characters into the mannish gennes of super-
hero films, the relalively culmoded Broel oclress and model Gal Gadol is still able te hold her
awn and at the same ime present haersell s yel an uncammaon superhuman charachar.

Evan in limes of sociol challenging sitluation, Wonder Woman Iries 0 well 1o compose hersell
calmly with self-assured dignily. Whaiher changing inlo o nesi of German sniper fire or bonter-
irg with Pine, she iies nol 1o 1ose out on exhibiting the highly desired enthusiosm, Despite being
so nawe, Gal Godol [Diana) who & cleadly Ihe herging of the slory seems always poised 1o sel
an axampie for others to emulale. As port of har inferast in saving paople, she naver hasitalas
o act selllekly aond brovely al any point in linme,

As port of har efforts fo rise up 1o the challange of ploying Diana, Gadol hos nof only come up
1o showeode yol another pratly face bul hos alio shown o Sweel sense of noively, as well as a
ridiculowsly strong personda, In het ques! 1o deleal the wormongering Ases, Wonder Waoman
axplains how hypar-focus she i in saving humanily unfike olher of her male DC fellows (Batman,
Supiman, and the rest)who wene mone of less brocdingly conthcted aboul thesr roles of
responsbiilies in Ihe universe,

Al bt core. Wondar Waman has always represented 5o much of the feminist beliels aght from
fha lime when her stores wene lesily heard, Crealad in 1941, Wilkam Moullon Marston por-
frayed her as o kndhaorted but audociow suparhers who offers what no other persen can
givir. She i basicolly presented os an imaginalive power that favours The obsolule desines of
IROEl WOrmen,

In comic adaplations. womaen can ba so self-astumed, luany. and aven teugh. Yot they rarely
mode any sgnilicant siides orchestraling their own destiny. In the fim industry as o whola.
hardly ever has there baen any reom for the fantosies of women in such a way as this. Despilo
iho saeming diflicully of eccommodalting lemale choracters info the mannish gennes of super-
heto films, the relalively culmoded Broel oclress and model Gal Gadol is still able to hold her
awn and at the same fime present hersell s yel an uncamman suparhuman charachar.

Even in limes of sociol challenging sitluation, Wonder Woman Iries 0 well 1o compose hersell
cabmlby with self-assurad dignily. Whaiher changing inlo o nest of German sniper fire or bonter-
ing with Pine, she iries nol 1o 1ose out on axhibiting the highly desired enthusiosm, Despite being
so nowe, Gal Godol [Diana) who & clearly Ihe herging of the slory seems aiways poised 1o sel
an axampie for ofhers to emulate. As port of har inferast in saving people, she naver hasitalas
1o act salllessly and beavely of any poind in lime.

As port of har alfors fo rise up 1o the challange of ploying Diana, Gadol hos not only come up
fo showcase yol anothoer prally face bul has alo shown a sweel senie of noively, o wellas o
riciculowly strong persona, In het ques! 1o deleal the wormongering Ades, Wonder Woman
axplains how hypar-focus she i in saving humanily unfike olher of her male DC fellows (Batman,
supaiman, and the est)who wore mede of less bicedingly conlicltod aboul their roles of
responabiilias in Ihe universe,

WHERE TO WATCH: NETFLIX | RATING: 5/5 STARS
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