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FEATURE

INTRODUCING KAYLEIGH-PAIGE

Bregkout octrass Eayleigh-Paige Rees stars n the upcoming coming-of-oge drama "Faulty Boots.” The plol of the
movie revalves around byvo leens with different genatic condiions who are forcad (o form o inendship. Rees s 52l to
play the lead character of Loda, o teaen diognosad with deprassion, If she looks famiiar you're right, she recently
played 1he role of Julio Beoufort in the MY/PES primatime pancd drama 'Sandilon’, odapted rom an unfinishad
manuscrpt by Jara Austen, and as Ann in the indie feature "Ann Rolls Green’, Kayleigh-Poige aso has haer own
poputor podoost "Real Talk with Kayleigh' and she has over 14,000 tollowers on Instagram.

StarCentral Eids recantly cought up with Eayleigh-Poige o dscuss her journgy in the entertainmeant industey and
here's what went dowri

Can you tell us more about yourself? How did you get started in the enfertainment industry?

Absolutely, my name & Eoyleigh-Poige Rees, | am an actress and producer. | loved dancing from a very young age
and always found mysall creating stonas and different waorlds which led te mea having a Eghtbulb moment at the oge
of 17 whilst fraining in musical theatre that | wanted to oct.
What do you like most about acting?

Escaping realby and off the limitaticns Fmpose on miysell,

Can you tell us about your role in Faulty Roots?

Of course, In Foulty Roots, | am playing o teenager called Lola who suffers
from depression. he's sfruggiing to know who she s ond her ploca in the
warld and this really mpacts her relationships whether thot ba farmiy or
friends.

What sort of person is going to relote to this charocter?

Everyone, wea've all been teenogers and struggled. Whether it was with
grades, friends, family, seif-imoge, we of had those moments whare wa
thought who are wed

How is this character like you? Different?

I wos quite different from Lodo at that age, | struggled more with anxious
tendencies and an eating disorder than depression however | feel that as an

adult | can relote mare ta Lolo and wihnat she's going through which | founa
reqily inferesting,
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Besides yourself, what celebrity would you
like to see tockle this character?

Aorence Pugh- whot an incredible acfress!

Besides yourself, which actor/s in this movie
is going to blow people away?

Melonie Wialters,

What's the biggest challenge to faking on
this role?

Giving the choracters ond gbeoys those
people fzeling the same justice on screen,
t"s o big ask and | hope | do Lola proud

If you could play any other character in o
saries, who would it be?

Estella from Great BExpectations,

What has been the most memorable expe-
rience of your career so far?

There are 0 many, however, my first aver
job which wos for g Samsung odvert ond
ad o me fiying for the: fest fime on my own
to Switzedand,

Who have been the most interesting people
you've mel so far?

find all creatives incradibhy inferesting.
How active are you on social media?
Annoyingly wery. | find it can be very
negafive for my mental health and . can

make me enviows of others so I'm trying to
stay off my phone as much s possible

What are your fulture plons? Inside your
career or out of it.

reqlly want to keep working and attempt-
ng to produce os many films as possible to
tell as many stories as possibie

The 'UGHTNING FAST' Round:

1. Lost good movie I've seem: Tenst - o
good

2. What do you consider beaufiful and why?

i
think beouty con be found in all things, |
find beauty in haoppiness, without happiness
can anything reqlly be beoufiful?
3. What hoven't you done yet that you wish
you could?
J .
Bkvdive.
4. Complefe this sentence: " | had no fear,
I'd..."
Go into forefront politics,
b T
5. What is the one “flow" you wouldn't 4
change about yourself? y o
Ky barthrmark:. F
7
- |
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Evanthia "Evie™ Jessica Theodorou & an octress on the
rise. Evie's given nome Evanthio actually means “beaut-
ful fliower™ in the Greek longuaoge. She stil remembers
her first professional photo shoot at a mere five yeaors of
age when she told her porents thot her future ombition
waos to be on camera. Now at 14, yvou will find her in her
vary first web series called Nancy Mindy, where Evie iz
captivating in this production [relecse date fo be
confirmed|, In addition to her octing caoreer, She &
working hard refining her vocals as she just recorded her
first EP. Her song “Somewhere” from her EP has been
released with BRAT Records on October 25, Belng o
songwriter has clso been something she has a passion for
ds she co-wiole her new EP. In her free fime. she keeps
herself busy playing guitar and plano and confinuing to
work hard ot her craffs. You will alse catch her modeling
yearqound for several designers on the runway in New
York for the New York Foshion Week Style week. In
addition to this, Evie alko happens 1o be o massive TikTok
star as well, Best known for her evie_t04 cccount, her
populorty on the platform led to her damossing more
than 250,000 followers.

StarCenfral Kids recently caught up with Evie fo discuss
her journey In the entertainment industry and here's whaot
want down:

Can you tell us more about yoursell?

My full name s Evantiia. I'm o singer, songwriter, aciress,
dancer, and model. I'm from the Midwest. | love boating,
painting, and baking In my spare time. | also love to
travel. My fovorite two places that | have been so forare
Hawall and Greeca.

How did you get started in the enterfainment industry?

Iwos just five years old and told my parents that D wanted
to be on TV, Fost forward to 11 years later and now I'm
living in LA working on my dreams!

What do you like most about acting?

Being able to porfray that character, making them
come ta life. That's when all the magic begins.

Can you tell us about your role in Nancy Mindy?

She iz a witty, smart, and ambitious teen frying to make
samathing of hersell. She is very relatable and fun.

What sort of person is going to love this character?

It's honestly for all ogas or personalities. But if | had to put
d person [t would be a teen girl. A teen that might be
sgarching to make a change in her life but might be
dfrald to doit. Or even a teen that s looking for someone
toinspire them to take that step.

How is this character like you? Different?

She is ke me in that she has o super real fun side 1o hear.
I love comedy and making people laugh. She s different
from me in that we have a different family ife, the also
has different dreams than | do.

What's the biggest challenge to taking on this role?

I would say the biggest challenge would be how Hancy
articulates her speech and |s a very fast talker, | actually
wan! to articulation training o help me with this, IF weas so
midch fur.

Besides yoursell, what celebrity would you like fo see
tackle this character?

Ooh... that's hard, there are so many talented aclreseas
out there. If Reese Witherspoon was a tean, she would
be fun to sea transform Inta this character.

EATURE

Besides yourself, which actor/s in this series is going to blow
people away?

| know everyane will love Moreen Moare, She is the CED of her
company, She & smart, strong, and very ambitious! She cames
hersalf in a way that everyone respects het, | love that about
her.

If you could play any other charocter in this series, who
would it be?

Moreen Moore for sure, She really portrays what it's like to be
respected as a woman and as g CEQ. She is incredible.

What has been the most memorable experience of your
career so far?

Writing and recording my own music, | just relecsed o song
with BRAT TV and you con cotch it on their new seres caolled
"Crazy Fast,”

Who have been the most interesfing people you've met so
far?

| have met so many amazing people, From people on the set
to mentors to new friends. | love what | do and lock forsard fo
new things every day. | think for me the maost interesting
people have been my mentors and coaches.

How active are you on social media?

fm pretty octive aithough | dont let it consume my every
minute, | spend maost of my days studying, procticing my voice,
guitar, and scenes from classes or auditions,

What is your favourite social media platform?

Probably TikTok, it's so fun fo make the videaos and | love wotch-
ing some of the comedic ones from ofhers. | think it's a lof
eqsier fo connect with my fans with this app.

What are your future plans?

I 5till have two years of high schoal left and then coliegea, | wil
canfinue to work on my music and | would love fo go on fourd
Hopefully, my EP will be out later this vear. My EP will show miore
about me and who | am s an corfist,

STARCENTRAL KIDS 11
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INTRODUCING

SUMMER

Summier Valentine Hogon used fo do dancing ich she
started ot the aoge of four. However, ofter baing bulied o
school and dwring the daonce she bacame miss
dacided o give up her love of dancing, This was extramaly hoard
and upsetting for her and her porents were worried about her
and her seli-asteem so they decided to enter her into a modei-
limg/rurway style competition affer a photographer suggested
it could help boost my confidence back up. That's when she
met Brooke Murray who was a judge ot the ime, She was so
amoazed by her, her work, whot she was doing, and her
gargeous dress and crown, and [us) ke that, she wos hooked.
Sha too decided she wantad to try o maks a ditfterence and
e o positive role model. Thats whan she enlered har first
pageant and won Director's choice.

StarCentral Kids recently cought up with Sumimer to discuss her
journey in the pageant warld and hera's whot weant down:

What do you like most about being o beauty queen?

| lawe thot | can be a positive role modal to othars, being selfiess
and giving back, spreading my platorm to moke o positive
differance in the world, and being able ho socialise with ofher
like-minded people.

The downside fo being o beauty queen?

| think the stigma from society and ther perceptions of what
beouty quesns and poageants arg all about would be the only
dowrnside for ma. They don't understand that it's not all cbout
beauty, looks, pratty dresses, and size, Being a beauty queen is
almost o ful-time job. Being a Beauty Gueen is about being
possionate, dedicated, conbident, and determinad fo make
the world a better place. Our selfless acts and missions ara what
defina us. never our looks or sizs.

What has been the most memorable experience of being in the
pageant industry so far?

it would hove to be winning my curent fifle- Junior Teen
Regency Australic. | wil never forge! that feeling when my
name wis called cut and the fesling of accomplizhment and
knowing my hard work and dedicotion had paid off, Enowing |
wiould have the honowr of being aoble to represent my

country oversaas and ba able fo spread my platform even
more,

Who have been the most interesting people you've met?

| hiee met so many amazing, interesting people throughout the
Pogeont community, loo many to nome individually. Bul | love
hearing each person’s reasons why they starfed theirr pageant
jourmey.

What hos been the most valuable lesson you've learned while in
the pogeant industry. This can be about the industry or about
yourself.

| hove learmed not to put too much pressure on myself and to
just be the best | can be. To embrace foilure, To nof toke
criticism and athers’ opinions of me Yo heart and that the only
your only competition is the parson you were yesterday,

Working in an industry whose only emphasis is on the outside
characteristics of a person, how have you stayed grounded?

To remambear my story, who | was, ond what | went through
before starting in the industry. To remember how for 've comea
and how | got o where | am. B2ing o baouty queen dossn't
make me any better thon anyone elsa, it gives me a louder
voice to spread kindness and pasitivity,

Is your family supportive of you being in the pageant industry?

| am so lucky and extremaly groteful to have o very supportive
farmily. They are sa happy fo have ther happy, smiley Summer
bk, My family is my biggest cheerdaoder,

What are your future plans? Inside pogeantry or oul of it

| want to confinue working an having my seras of chikdren's
books, each with o positive anti-bullying messoge, published. To
launch my awn charity The Buddy Bear Project.) Very excited
otout s

To continue fundrosing as much as | con and to continue beaing
o positive role modsal and helping others os much as 1 can, Hwil
continue o work on becoming ne best version of mysalf,

STARCEMTRAL KIDS 13



14

i .
F: =

rFI;‘.

The [AMFF) Australion Mulficultural Fashion Festival brought tegether the modelling and fashion indusiry af the
luxurious PLA Grand Auditorium.

The magnitude of onginality and fashion design excellence at this event definitely stayed with us. Everyone
wialked away from the show with a new respact for the diverse cultures and their innovative designars. Each of
the remaining highlights were nveting to partake in and further enhanced the AMFF experience.

This event was brought to you by AMBHN (The Australion Millionaires Business Metwork), The Milionaire Alliance,
The Multicultural Business Centre, StarCentrol Media Group powered by the Poperty Investors Alllonce, Aland,

Deicorp, Villoni Boutigue, Lepou, Lux Modelling & Fashion Academy, International Fashion & Beauty, Model &
Mode magazine, Sassy & Co magazine and The Ausfraliaon Millionoire Magazine,

Fhoto Credit: George Azmy
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scorlatt Balla Song s a 13-yeor-old dancer, actress. moda,
social media influencer - and, mast recently, a jewely designer
and aenfreprenaur!

scoralt s an artistic individual; she likes fo create and perform,
She goes through life observing things through her own lans,
and she fakes inspiration from the world around her. She has
exprasied hersalf through dancing, acting, and arf throaughout
her fe, Recantly, sha appbad her craalivity to co-design o
15-pieca jewely collection. She recentty discovered that she
anjoys franslating her ideas, fealings. and values into tangible
beauty that she can shara with the world,

scorlett olio fake:s her educaton wery sefioutly. She's
colege-bound and aipires to lounch multiple successiul
businesses and cultivale o personal brand, She recognizes thot
it takes a combination of businass acumean, falant, dedication,
and vision 1o be successful, so she's committed to growing her
skills and realizing her potential in various facets (dance, dasign,
business, efc.).

Uttimately, Scaretl aspires to leave o legacy and sustainoble
businessas bahind for new voices to catapulf to the next level,
StarCentral Kids recentty cought up with Scarlett to discuss her
Joumey in the industry, and hare's what weant down:

When did your entrepreneurial flair first reveal itself?

My entreprenaurial flair vaguely reveated itsell when | was five
or six yeors ald, Lke many of my peers, | wanted tao zall
lemonade, wash  cars, hold garage  sales, and el
hand-me-downs on abBay, Al the bme, my inlergsts wera
cammanplace and probably didn't really signify a frue enfre-
prenaurial spiril. However, once | sow my enterfainment idols
building personal brands and sustainable businesses (fashion,
fragrances, makeup, efc.), it clicked in my mind that | could
become both an enterfainer and enfrepransaur. In my mind, the
bt were becoming inestricably linked.

How did your life look like before being an entrepreneur?

I've beean training to realize my full potential as a student and
dancer for most of my life, | was always on a path fowards o
future destination. A typical day in my life consists of schoo,
follwed by hours of fraining in a dancea studic, My day sthill
consists of these staples - but now my day is longer as | explona
new talants, interests, and business venturas,

As an enfrepreneur/creative, what is it that motivates and drives
you?

| have an inherent need (o axprass mysall creatively, and I'm sl
findfing new vehiclas to do so. Most recenily, | ook up photegra-
phy os an alective of school, and my feacher ancouraged me
for pursue it mora serously geing fomwarnd.

While | anjoy sharing my love for tashion and enfertainment on
sacial media, my underlying mativation for bullding my social
madia platiorm is o prepel my sense of purposa: fo spread
kindness, empowermeant, and collaboration throughout! the
teen community.. The jewelry | helped design reflects. these
sentiments and physically manifasts the eneigy | wish 1o send
ouf inta fhe waorld.

In one word, describe your life as an entrepreneur/creative and
explain why.

One weard to describe my life s freedom.,

I feral ke I'm my authentic sell when | can create based on my
personal story. 've always done this thvough dance and
recantly starfed doing this through photography and jewelry
design.

My aspiration s fer my creations 1o fuel viable business
veniures,

What were your lop three motivations for starting your business?

(1) | fell dieconnected durng quarantine, and | wanited to
create a vehicle fo connect to others and creale a supporive
communify.

[2) | was presanted with the opportunity of a lifetime, and |
seized it. | reallzed | might never get an oppordunity like it ever
agein.

[2) | want to teke on projects thal demonstrate that we can
achisve rewils in o humanilaran way.

Wa were in fhae midsl of the pandemic, and | had been on
Ioom school al home lor ever a year. | was feeling discon-
nactad and yaarned 1o connect mora closaly with my friends. |
realized that | was not alone in my feelings, and | wanfed o
send massages of love and empowerment into the wosld,

STARCEMTRAL KIDS 23
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The form [hase messages look were 13 peces of jewelry
that comprise the Annia X Scaret! feen jewelry collection. |
hope thal each peson who wears o piece rom the collec-
tlon feals like thay received o heartfelt hug from s, | want
them to leal the love and deep meaning infused nta aach
piece. Hopelully, the jewalry will unite us and help create
an inclusive community wheare we uplll and support each
olber.

The mos! aulhenic way 1o bacome an anfrepranaur & fo
find an unme! need in the moakeiplace and develop
products/sarvices lo beast meel that neeads in a meaningful
and enduring way. | lall the need to connect to others
during the pandamic and set out on my first enfrepranaurnial
vaniure o meeal thal need.

Ultimatety, all of my luture business endeavors will beagin
with a sanse of purposa that reflects my values.

Do you think you can make this business successful?

We just launched our collection, so our success right now is
just making il through all the loops we encounterad over
ning months to bring the collection to marke!, Now, we
resel the bar to mecswe actual success in ferms of sales,
recouping our investment, and making o profit,

| hope the colleclion & a success bacousa | hove o many
crealive ideas flowing in my mind, and | would like to
double - down ond pursse anocther enfrepraneurial
veniure,

What would you say are the key elements for starfing and
running a successful business?

| am still leaming what || fokes to operate o successful
business, but some essantial elemeants | learmed include:

A You need lo bolth understand your marke! and lind a
gap in that space that you can (il

B, You nead to scopa oul the compelilion, undersiand
what they are seling, and find a meaningful way to
distinguish yoursell from them. Otherwise, | vour product

24 STARCEMTAAL KIDS

leoks the sarme as all athars without ary meaningiul distine-
fion (and vou can't make them cheaper and sell tham lor
lass than your compeatiton), you will face a brutal batile for
your custormar's share ol walkat,

C. You need 1o do your research and set your price point
appropriclaty.

D. You need 1o desgn products of services with strong
oppeal fo your largel marke! (o increase your chances of
SUCC@Es.

E. Finally, | firmily beleve thal you nead to engendar your
cuslomars frusl. Therelore, of a small business owner, |
believe it 5 ezential o build your brand becouse it will set
axpeciations and maka promisas 1o your customers.

What are three bigges! challenges you have faced growing
the business and how did you overcome them?

Challenge 1: My personal chalenge 5 thal my targe!
custormens are pradominalely my pears on social media. My
peers and | started at the same place years ago, and it s a
challenge to change the relationship into o business-cus-
tomer relationship. | need 1o liguwe oul how o overcome
the underving one-sded compeliivenass so wea can
support each other in our endeavors.

Challenge 2: | had to leam everything from scralch, It was
rewarding, bBut it was a fruly immersive endecvor whille
balancing schoal and danca fraining.

Challemge 3: It wes a strugale 1o pair down all of aur initial
ideas to creale a clear path foraand!

What do you hope o see happen in the near future for small
businesses and creatives all over the world?

| hope small businesses band logether and harmess Thelr
colleclive power lo encourage cuslomers lo shop fram
small businessas and creatives. I we ara fractured with
infighting. we miss out on the opportunities to shift customer
mindsats and change ther shopping habils 10 suppaort srall
businesses.
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M Univené Aysirala 2020, Mory Bose Salubrg has joined Iorces with Paiick™y College Aatiala [PCA) 10 supsor Auiedia’s up ond
COMING pogaant queaans in thair tamiany aducation and amployment.

Salubye hod tel-up @ Schokanhip Schame ond Rexdble Shudy Program with PCA 1o maké sludy affordabbe [or Beouly Queand wiilil
oging their busy and expansive pogeaniny Commitmeants. Young women who have chosan 1o ledave schodl in adther Yeor 10, 11 or 12
wil be able to loke advantoge of this offer

PCA was founded in 1923 a3 531 Palick's Business Colege and & Australla’s 103! rodifiondl business secrelanal college. 1 B cenirally
ocoted ot Leval 7, 451 Pilt 5, Sydnay in the Monning Building. For 7 yeors, the Colage has been namning young women and man 1o
becoma Sydney’s mos! sought-after Penonal Asiiants (PAL). Execulive Adsirlanls [EAs), and Legal Sacralanes

Ther mtensive 40 Weeak Diploma program has o high groduahe success rate with students securning paid work in Sydney's top low frmmg
SACcounting prochices, CONUEIoNcH. govammen! offices. ond oher COmMBones

“We do everything we can, in every woay we con o moke sung our students secune poad employment, This is, ond obwoys will be, our fop
priodihy, Wea're bledad wilh O 77 yedr hishory which has mean! we've Bean able 1o bulkd up an enviabie Bl ol caresr partnen in Sydney's
corporgte wond™, 3od Dominic Buchta, Colege Principal,

Paiick"s Shedents 0o groduote with on edGe Over ther Compalifion in the oo markal o hey ore prepaned in the Hmeksss neceistie

PATRICK Sl
COLLEGE AUSTRALIA o

FOUNDED IN 1923 = ST PATRICK'S BUSINESS COLLEGE

alubre Jouny /Mwa wilh Jushalics oldest business seerelanial aoﬂgef

of deporiment, efiguelle. communicalion, drew seme and profesional presfige. Thede kils are helkd in high esleam by prospechive
employers ond complement pogeaniny well

Maryrose Sailubre knows how hord it con te be 10 balance a day job with pogeant He and jusl how imporiant it b 1o gel gualfled ond
into poid employmeant

I shuched business secretanal when | firsf lalt school ond | om $o glad that | did asil hos been The bockbone of my success in [ife, Without
These kiis | would have found it hord 1o secure d job ond ergoy the lifestyse | do today with modeling ond pageaniry”. Soid Salubre

* o This is why | decided 1o sel-up this Scholorihip Progiam with Palrck's College, 1o make sure our pogean! queens ara well locked alier
In thelr education ond employmen! ouicomes... | beleve pogeant queens would make excedent PAs and Legol Secfefones,” Salubre
wan! on o =y

The College has commitied 1o drawing up o speciol study progrom for eoch scholorship reciplent which olliows Mexiodity during the
coursa for pagaant guaans to fif in study with their busy schadules.

For more information about fhe Mary-Rose Salubre Scholorthip Scheme ond Aexible Study Prograom, please confogl the Direcior of
Recruitmani. Mr Jacob Munday: joccbmiBpca.edu.ou or U2 B252 79563,

— Flaces cre Umiled -

S, m
mi

.|I-
my W
' m
Er W
EEE




|

TV ONE AUSTRALIA

TV1 is an entertainment and lifestyle global stream-
ing platform offering Australian content. TV] pro-
motes the most exhilarating events, the most glam-
orous and successful people, the most in-demand
celebrities, the hottest rising stars 8, and the most
exciting trends down under. TV] may be new but
it's most certainly in demand and 100% Australian.
We are committed to making Aussie local talents,
events, and entrepreneurs easily accessible to both
our local and international audiences via the high-
est quality streaming technology.

Co-founded by the StarCentral Media Group and
the Australian Milionaire Business Network, the
TV1 charnel is the home for independent Austro-
lian Screen content. We very much welcome our
local screen practitioners from emerging through to
the established to make TV] their home. By stream-
ing your content on TVI, you join a family of rising
stars, entrepreneurs, celebrities, and varicus artists.

MISSION: Qur mission is to present the most
unigue and compelling original Australian content
by tapping into the hottest local talents and events,
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1 0. you knew that the
Haodid sisters (Gigi Hadid
and Bella Haawd fo
e af the "
yent d super in
general... But, did
both paid $19K per minute |
te Ik the catwalk during a Me
We hat's some eye-watering fast cash - all just
for treading the boards in some killer frocks. They were

paid 400K in total plus expenses for one show!

2Crm Q prathy

s no mean featf.

f ; HOW TO MASTER THE CATWALK LIKE A I I

Eefined posture and poise are the comerstones of professional runway modelling. The best way to achieve this

is o literally “think fall,”" You o this by imagining that there might be an invisible string that suspends from

your heod upwards - [iffing you and giving you ! posture

While walking, stand up straight whilst leaning slightly backwards so that

s and then extend one ool in front of the ather. IH's ¢
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9. Jhe € e
Mever look cansistently down ot your audience. Kesp
your gaze forward = this creates a more confident look
Also, sustain a gaze that ollows you to look over any

glaring lights and fashes for your eqse and comfort.
LOOKE af The Camearnis os requrad

3. Po sy

The standord cafwalk route involves posing at the end
af the umvway for a few seconds to show off your atfire
and to stand still for the comeras. Fashion modelling
generally calls for a commanding presence. However,
keep in mind that there will be wvanations of siyle
required in termns of posing and affifude depending on
the context of the particular fashion show.

Exude confidence and play up the role that the brand
you are representing requires. Match the rythm of the
music you are walking to = it might be a bit bouncier or it
mary be a bif playiul, o bit edgy or possibly even somier

——

-

keap your arms relax<ed and laet them sway naturally
What you do with your hands will depend on the clothing
thal Wou ore wearing. If yeu have pockets you wil
By blyymake use of these.

The most important piece of advice that one might
possibly impart conceming munway modeling s to
alwdys keep your sanse of fun and composure. Don'f et
anything keep you down and let your sparkle shine
fhraugih.

If you are fo tip or fall (or lose a shoea) remernber that i
does happen to the best of them. Dust yourself off and
confinue with grace, dignity and a sunny altifude. Better
vet, furn a disaster into a theatrical fiumph and it will be
ke nothing even went wrang in the first ploce!
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MOVIE REVIEW: THE VERDICT ON

DISNEY'S ENCANTO

With the succes of "Moana™ and growing need/interast in diversity in ther princess lingfhistory, DEneay hos been
frying to pass the cultural test with all possible flving colors by adapfing every kind of hero and heraine for ther
amimated feature films, With "Moano," and "BEayo and the last dragon,” it's clear Disney is nving to put ther own
iconic magical spin on every passible fairy tole thay can weave with new rising stars and storytallers to pave the
wiay for future profits ond programming, "Encante” is a Columbian fanfasy tale, scorad through the genus musicol
mind af Lynn-kManual Miranda, who had already delivered substantial musical success for Disney with his work in
"Moana” and "Mary Poppins Returns,” One abvays hopes lightning strikes mora than once so let’s see if Disnsy hos
conjured up the nght kind of magic once again.

In a humbde villoge in Columbia, the centerpiece of the town [and the story] 15 the Modngals famity: a family
blessed with o mogical houwse that is not only alive and vibranily energetic but obo grants each new family
member as they come of oge with thair cwn, unigue mystical power, From super strength, weather manipulation,
ond shape-shiffing, there's something exfra special oboul every mamber of the Madrigok faméy.. except for
Minatbel (3tephanie Baatrz), 5he's the only ons who never received a mystical gift and it has keft her feeling discon-
nected and ignored by her mogicalpowered relofives. Howsver, when a mysterous danger theaatens fo
alimincate the mogic from the Madngals forever, Mirabel must find out what is cousing the mogic to deappeaar and
sove her family's gifts befora they are lost for all etemity.

The subject of family is no stranger to DEney's usual go-to story focuses, Certain culhees and families have g greal-
ar emphasis on the impartance of family and that is no different hare, However, the stronge thing about "Encanto”
is that for as fantastical and family-focused as it is, the film seems to mix its signals on presentfing family; often
coming off sadder and heod scratching than anything whimsical, Almost every plot heist, line of dialog, and the
musical number has to revalve around why family i 30 important and how dedicated this porticwlar family is to one
another, And yet, Mirobel not only receives no magical gift she gets shunnaed and ignored by her family members
amphy becouse she is different from them: even from the figureheod of the family,

The prejudice towards Mirabel not only feels hurtful but oo vnnecessarly oggressve, even il thot is the point/-
cource of conflict for the character, The whole plot circles the looming threat of everyone losing their powers and
that level of jpopardy feels a bit locking when evaryone is being on obnoxious pill towards Mirabe! just because
chig's differant; even to the point youw WANT them to end up powerless 0 they can see what Mirabel has been
gaing through. The movie kinda spins its wheels around this central plot and dosan't reglly leave room for much
alse outside of enjoying Mradna's signature soundtrock works of arl, The songs ronge from catchy to forgettable.
They ore well presented and beoutifully packaged, but ogain, they all donce arownd the same Bsue with lithle
variation, and evan the tune pitches don't change encugh for me to say | can ramember more than one song off
top of my head after sesing il

The catchigst song actually deals with the charocter of Brung (voiced by John Leguizama] who s frecked even
wiorsa than Miratel, and the maore you find out the worse you feel tor this character, | f2lt bad for him mars so than
aryone eke in he rest of the family, Among all the beautiful colors, stunning visealks, and bouncing tunes; the film
seems to mishandla its own meassage and sends conficting morals about family connections that were handled far

mora elegantly and meaningfully in Pixar's "Coco” then they were here, Even with a Disney film having an expaci- _a The |'l_-‘1,t':; a little ma ole
ed happily ever affer, the cost never becomes likable or memorable enough to feel Bke the lessons have been 4 : =
leamed or exprassed in the righf way: fo us of the coast e in all of us

Cwerall, "Enconto” has a lot ta like but nof as muech fo love if you ask me, Thera's plenty of fiash and colarful music : e | I most a ” ”1 s,
bt no staying power, not during the film ond certainly not after it, The meassoge about the power of families fesls
dejointed and poory amonged in g way that it contradicts itself and ends up painting the Madrigaols as gharified
jerks nather than o whimsical family to amulate and idolize. Once you get behind it all, there's not much going on
ond af the end, the answers all seem o obvious you're wondaring why it fook 5o long to leam the clear-cut
message, But hay, at lsast it's got greaat mausic.

We give "Encanta”™ 2 stars out of 4 stars,
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National Zoo & Aquarium
999 Lady Denman Dr, Yarralumla ACT
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The National Dinosaur Museum

6 Gold Creek Rd, Nicholls, Canberra 2913, Australia
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LIVE YOUR DREAM

1.2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

NOW SELLING

LOCATION
| Chapel Lane & Lister dve, Rockdale NSW

COMSTRUCTION STATUS

ALFARN Under Canstruction
ARCEpmaLnw

THE
NO.1
IN ROCKDALE

LOCATION
— JETIIDG Trafalgar 51, Patarsham HEW
THE STDING
L AT Rk i R CONSTRUCTION STATUS

Undar Construction

FIND
YOUR
FREEDOM

LOCATION

580 Princes Huwy, Kirrawee NSW

SOUTH VILLAGE

—

CONSTRUCTION STATUS
Ready lo Mowe in Now
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VICKY CHEW ALBIE PRIAS MIKE ILAGAN
c A L L T 0 D A Y 0449551236 | 0402533587 0410477890
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-~ photography

49 Johnston St, Annandale NSW 2038
Phone: 0416 095 875
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